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Pharmacists Contribute to the Safety of Medicines
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Pharmacists have a professional obligation in medicine. As a member of a medical team to provide a safe medica-
tion, it is important that they be involved with drug safety in mind. Currently a pharmacist in a business operating with a
focus on traditional dispensing and drug administration also functions with a focus on patient care and the provision of
drug information. It is important that a pharmacist has a risk management approach to medicine. Together with the in-
stitutions responsible for drug safety, he must be cognizant of published reports to prevent serious adverse drug reac-
tions as well as taking part in post-marketing surveillance. Management of safety information for high-risk pharmaceu-
tical drugs, also falls to the pharmacist. Thus he must have knowledge of the skill required for the job of each member of
the health care team. Recent newly added responsibilities are: advice in planning patient treatment, checking vital signs
and the prescription brought to him to fill. In short a pharmacist working in the medical field must, above all, respect

and assure safety to the patients he serves.
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Fig. 1. PDCA Cycle for Safety of Drugs
Drug safety management supervisor should implement PDCA cycle for safe drug use.
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Table 1. Restricted Environment in Clinical Trial

Post Marketing

Clinical trial Surveillance

Medical doctor  |specialist general physician

patients with compli- | patients with compli-

Complications . . .
p cations are excluded |cations are included

few (Hundreds or

Number of cases thousands)

many

Concomitant drug|restricted free

Table 2. Momentous ADR Case

Therapeutic

Event
category

Year Drug

hematologic toxicity of

antiviral 5-Fu Interaction

1993 | sorivudine

1997 | troglitazone |diabetes drug | hepatic toxicity

central nervous system

1998 cefoselis manifestation

antibiotic
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Fig. 2. High Risk Drugs
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theophylline preparation
potassium compound
(injection)
psychoneurotic agent
diabetes drug

insulin formulation

HIV medicine

A list of drugs that require safety management in the 2008 revised medical treatment fees.
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