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Free fatty acids (FFAs) are not only essential nutrient components, but they also function as signaling molecules in
various physiological processes. In the progression of genomic analysis, many orphan G-protein coupled receptors
(GPCRs) are found. Recently, GPCRs deorphanizing strategy successfully identified multiple receptors for FFAs. In
these FFA receptors (FFARs), GPR40 (FFAR1) and GPR120 are activated by medium- to long- chain FFAs. GPR40 is
expressed mainly in pancreatic S-cell and mediates insulin secretion, whereas GPR120 is expressed abundantly in the in-
testine and regulates the secretion of cholecystokinin (CCK) and glucagons-like peptide-1 (GLP-1), it promotes insulin
secretion. Due to these biological activity, GPR40 and GPR120 are potential drug target for type 2 diabetes and selective
ligands have been developed. In this review, we provide recent development in the field and discuss their physiological

roles and their potential as drug targets.

Key words

[EFL®IC
LEEENG e (FFAs) 13 HERERTH2EN0
Tra<, MRENOE 4 IBERERETIC@H < > 7 F )L 5
TFELTHEETHS. BENZEAERTHZ IV EF
2V — LIRER TG P2 24K (PPARs) MG
fegsar 4 > )N27'8 (FABPs) i8S HilE Ot >
ﬁ—tb?@<’aﬁﬁ5mfmav:m6m%
BOMOIAAR, Gpk, WX, B, 2%, PR
b@,ﬁ%h%@mm%ﬁ%%%bfmé.bﬂ
L, 206D NI EOATINGHE#EDT T
EHATAHZEIITET, M ELoZsEkENL
TWBEEBEZONSEEOHFETET 5.2V 09, F—
77 >GH NI REGZEER (GPCR) OU T >
REERIT K O EE D EBENR R D 2 734K D F1EDTHA
S5NERD, TOEBEMOMHANED SN TS
(Table 1). ¥ ZN5ZEAKOH T, GPR41(FFAR3)
J2 X GPR43 (FFAR2) 3 I5NMIE #IC &k D &fHH

TR FREGIRERERLT /) LBIZERI 5 (T 606
—8501 HUHR T Ao mC X & H T Bl KT 46-29)

*e-mail: akira_h @pharm.kyoto-u.ac.jp

AL, AREZEE B1IERI ORI ULSIST
FELIZODEPLICHBLIZDDTH 2.

free fatty acid receptor; GPR40 (FFAR1); GPR120; structure-activity relationship

D BN MRS ND Z LK D EL 28BN
Bl L 0iEME (kI N5, 57 £/, GPR40 (FFARIL)
O GPRI20 X BEHHKDIEE N S B DAA L H
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1. GPR40
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Table 1. Characteristics of FFARs

Nomenclature GPR40 (FFAR1)

GPR41 (FFAR3)

GPR43 (FFAR2) GPR120

Agonist (FFA) Medium-long

Short chain

Short chain Medium-long

C8-C22 C3>C4>C2 C3>C2>C4 C10-C22
Agonist (others) Thiazolidinediones GW9508
GW9508 NCG21
MEDICAI16
TAK-875
G-protein coupling Gg/11 Gi/o Gq/11, Gi/o Gq/11
Chromosomal location 19q13.1 19q13.1 19q13.1 10923.33
Protein (human) NP_005294 NP_005295 NP_005297 NP_859529
300aa 346aa 330aa 377aa

Expression Pancreatic S-cell
Intestinal tract

Physiological function Insulin secretion

Adipose tissue

Leptin secretion

Adipose tissue Intestinal tract

Leukocyte Macrophage
GLP-1 secretion

CCK secretion

5-HT secretion

FEI X 72 CHO Mgz B\ T, EHENE iR 13 M e
WAL T LA D BED ER, filass 73 )L
HWEFr—t1/20iEHEEkESIEERIT.2 N
GPRAOMGqQBIGH >\ EEHZEL TNWEHZ &
ZRLTWS, —F, ZH5DOKINE cAMP 34
WL CTEEE 5 27z, GPR40 IZES B
A BT Gs B Gi/o B G & > )N 78 &3 4%
LThwhnwEEZ65N5, L2 £72, GPR40 % i
RIS 7= HEK293 fifa TV / — )Lk (C18)
MNREOU AT RELT GBIy N7 2N LT
RAKRYIN—F C (PLC) DMLz sI &R IT
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O h=IVY B DMK R EE B CTEIZL
RS E LW, ERERERIC XK S BN
TN T LAF RE LR E PLC OB GRS
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BEEEA A W ERETSIEEFHKAL
e

1-3. I  RT-PCR, RFHMMMAEHA, insitu
NATIVEFA Y —TarzH0WEMRIFICXD,
GPR40 131 > R »ZEAT DHE B HIIZICETE
HLTWAIENGNOTWVDE. Y £/2, BETO
FEBHIME SN TH D, %1510 Edfalk 513 GLP-1 %
) A= ZAKGEEA > 2D 2R AR ) RTF R

(GIP) % & HITHBL TS HLE NS WML
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LF RIVE > 2 LRI A > R 23T
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DREHEGIIA A 2 ERET DI2H D
59, BHEMICEREOREEER®ICS 53N &,
BT DIEEZ [ E X415, Steneberg 513
BN IGEE O 2R, BEMIER 2T & $12 GPR40 %
AL TWBZEE GPRA0 / v 777 bR AR
GPR40 Fh T > AT 2w/ RIUAZHWTRL
7z. 19 GPR40 KR8 B il fo V358 B Ag 17 B R x4
570 A—AiEEEA A VW ENDEL, X
7z, GPR40 / v 7 7 b A3 IEEE D&
A 2R Vg, PRI, & ~UZ Ut RIfE,
270V a— APt &M, SifnkE, wibh6eR s =
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FIFEBUL, pHAOWRERTEICIDEA AU
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1-5. % #l E N GPR40 TIid Aspl75Asn &
Arg211His &W D 2 DOFELRINHE I N TN S,
EC50 DfEIZ &EDITHAMEEETH S0,
Aspl75Asn D KRBT BH AR I D K< 72> T
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1-6. GPR40 ) 17> FOBEEFHMEE D
AW EETE TR 0 5, GPR40 13 T AYKE IR
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NI N T &7, 3- {4- [ (N-alkyl) amino] phenyl}
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k2B HNCHE L 72D Garrido 5 TH 5.2 2D
LEWHEIL 100 fEOTEMEZRL, ZTNH5DIHDN
<OMNTHEEEMEEAIMRFT ENE. 51
GPR40 DGR T > A=A MBRIEEN, in vitro,
in vivo TE DIEWNFFL I N TN S, 112420 GPR40
FAZA R THS GWI508 1% GPR40 /=11 T7x <,
GPRI20IZHT BT IX MEHEDBHEL TNDH I &
M52 QAR SRR AERTE P O VNI T
b TERE 51T, W<DOMhDT IV —T Tl 4
phenethynyldihydrocinnamic acid 7% £ @ bromo-
phenyl i5E{K<>, PPARy Y 1= A h T® % thia-
zolidinediones D 1% % F12 U 7= Fil (b &9 DB FE
NEDSNTEL., INSLBEMOY T A MEE
IS 5/2DIC GPR40 / v 7 7 YU AZE M
Wiz IBRENZ )L O — A Ak B D10, GPR40 78
HilFE B T OMININ IV > I A F RE LR
GPR40 ZNREPEICHEBL L TW 5 MING #ifid TD 1
DAY W OFHAATTHON T E /. 7730 BEIRIE IR

J& 3 T & 5 thiazolidinediones @ rosiglitazone <
troglitazone, £ 5k Hi L &% MEDICA16 %
GPRAO 7 IZANELTIEHT A ZENHHNT
W53, 23 F 55 Sasaki H512&-> THESI N
TAK-875 |32 0 #% 57l fig7s GPR40ERM 7 T =X
h&EUT ORI RIFIEHESE S U CORFENEA TN
25'3®
ZRREVN Y REICTOEEZEOHAERZHIET
% Z &13 GPR40 O MW E 2 RS % ETK
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U — 2RI U ORI 217 > 7258, SO L
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&, ZEERERCOD FIIA N A LZBRRL,
K OBA TR > R2REHT 5201
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GPR40 OMIAINEE 2 ) — T ITLET D 2 DDV )L
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METHT7INFZOREEMAEERTZZET v
Foay " EERL TWSA[EEHENRE I 117z,
ZD2DDTIE I UEgEERILEY T = DRI ER
UARRIEFEEEZRL, ZAUIRTRO Oy
DN NBDHEEZLEND, DI ENS, Th
S57)E I VB, 7IVEFZ ORI T OMAIER D
I REEEICE D GPRAO IEEILD A1 v F &L
THEREL TV D RIREMEAVRIB S Nz, 3
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2. GPR120

2-1. YH K bnbnd~v A KUtk ~D
7 ) IsDNA M5 F—7 7 > GPCR & L T GPR120
EHBEEL -, £k, Z2BRKOA Y —FF1E—
a7 vkAIckD, FONREY N> Rad, &
OGN Td 5 Z & 2FE L /-3 GPRI20
i3 C16-22 O AfaFIAERIEE, K T* C14-18 D fafifE
itz &K stk X 5. GPR120 & GPR40 13
fLRFBTHENZGINALEL, D7 I /B
FHEZOTN 10BICHEEBRWITH L h 57 HR
L72UR > REEZRT. UG O RS FIC
KB EEA OGNS, WEEENRIEE DAY ONEEY 77 >
RERIET 5720, bNOIUIAYZ Y —Z 27 %17
W, H5HOF ) 3 FEAEERORAEWN
GPR120 ERMWE/)N— ¥ )V 7IZZA M ELTHL
ZEEFHALRZD Zo/LEWiE GPRI20 % i il 7
WM TR<, WIEMIZ GPRI20 & %
B L TWwa STC-1 flifldic B TH GPRI20 ZiE1E
fEEE2ZENHBHLL., 51T, bhaibhid
PPARy 7 = A k Td 5 thiazolidinediones D ¥
ZHIT, VR F I EERDOHBLEYTEZ Gk,
GPRI20 DFEO P —EFT IV &2 AW TERMILEY
DODEFEZEIT>. LEDOFKARIX, Ihsikamn
GPRI120 DA HEEEDMRIICERHRY =L TH 5 Z
L, HRABEMOBRIISHTESLZ L2 REL
TWnw3. 37

22, LT IGE bhbhix, v ZAKN
t k@ GPRI20 ® cDNA % — itk ic B =8 /-
HEK293 Ml iz BT, ESHHEEENS IS 5 Al a2 i
BESIV S O LA F D EBINES® %5, cAMP FEA
WFRELRWZ LR L. 233 GPR120 2%
GPR40 EHBPIL TGy >N BEEHEL TS
Z&, LWL Gs Gi/oBI&EIZHZL TWhianZ
EERMBL TS, 3 £/ GPRI20 IZFEDS
f'F T ERK1/2 DIt 25 &S 2 91F ), PL F
F—= -Ekt & 2 {E ML U 7248, 3339 ZnasHifa N
TN TLAFTREEFRIZKSHDRON, AL
LIHBEATZ A LIHRD 2 HDIRONE D NIAR
BHTHD. SORLZAANPLETIEH SN, Ins
DF I GLP-1 D > 7 F LR B D RFIE 45 5 &
BORVWENRH . ki, Oh HIX FavAFY
I (DHA) I aYX>% T (EPA)
72 E D w-3 WEHENE I 2% GPR120 % 4t U 72 Pi RE

TERZRTZEZRNWHLEZ O ZOAHZALEF
RUAX IO T 7 — PR RAW264.7 #fl il
LEEST 707 7y — P OPMREERILICBNWT, B-
T VAF T FIVES Ui Toll ka2 Ak < TNF-
a I KD RIERBK IR > TV b TGF-B i+
F—+t1 (TAKD) U CE@{IZz#MfHll Ths I i
BBl T3,

2-3. £IEHEAEE  GPRI20IZE FX T ZDR
BN, < 2 H DN W STC-1
MR BRI L TW5 3839 /2 5T,
HKEZ D2 DL < OMBANDS RSN T
WBMNZDFEMBHEREIRXH E D o TR, b
NHIUILAET OWFFE T, KNGO GLP-1 FEH N
PRI GPRI20 WJRIEL TWA Z E&2F R L
72,3840 X507 GPRI20 Z2FH L T3 K fifan
fFECRIEL, GIP 28kl TWa I EAVHBAL
2.4V STC-1 MR EBENG IR 1C K BRI % 2T %
EGLP- 1L A MFZ> (CCK) 2T 5
B3, 4 Z DT GPRI120 5 B siRNA D A 12
KOMHI SNz 9 £z, <7 ARG
EEHERETSZEICK DM GLP-1 A, 1>
2D BEENERLRZ® NS5 DOHE XD in vivo
T® GPRI120 24 L 7z GLP-1 70 ik 7380 5 7T
o/, EHITGPRI20 /w7 IR TUXEH
WZRITIZ R D, EEERENIER I K 51 > AU 250k
BF DR GPRI20 EHIHRAFZAF A ED
RS N5/ 5 5. &ill, GPR120 OHiz
IS AETERERRICEE T 250 dH > 7=, Oh 513 GPR120
M -3 EEENRRGE: (DHA %2 EPA) OSZHMEKEL
TH< ZEEFHERLZ O 513 GPRI20 A3 ELEGH
fiil RAW264.7 fil a5 RAEAFETED M1 BI< 7 0 7
7 — PHIREE BRI NRPEICHEL L, -3 @
B & 2 RIS 23S MR B W TTA#EPR ISP
JEMER 2R3 2 &, T OFEDN GPRI20 KB 1Y
SIRNA ICL DN D ZEZ2R0WHLAE 35
12, in vitro DEBRIZ LD -3 BEEIEHFEIC X 2
RIEFERAODFANZALNEHSNER S 2.
GPR120 NDRIFAAY, —MEAITSRIE A J1 = X NI
K1 TWw3 TLR, TNF-a O#I##17> TAKI ®
CALTE AL 2 R BITHIHI L TW S, In vivo O
FEEITRD -3 GEEENEITBL L E N B AT ™ AT
PIRIE, 281> A VEZE ERES ISR IT
DIZx L, GPRI20 /v 77U hUATIHENN
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SNBINo Tz, 25 OFERIT GPR120 7Y w-3
%%ﬁ&@& EMRZARRTHDHZE, 07

—VHEEORIEEZNGFTHIET, 1R >
BZ D ERASHREREERZHEL TnhWbs 2 &%
AL TS,

2-4. GPRI120 ) /> ROEEZRMAERA Dh
b, GPRI20DFEOY—EF )LV EZFMHLEZR
wFITIalb—TarETok FEOD—F
FINIHEH L L= a R TS D DETIVET >
TL—hELEDHBDT, ZHNITIORT T O
G ZIC L TWD,. ZOEFILEMAN, ML
AW ELTGPRI20 7 IR MEMEED Z &N
7o Tz grifolic acid 2 WT, #FHBITEKL
ALEMEEOY DA MEEO TR Z T 2. bh
Y& GPRIO R EO Y —TF IV DKERE T %
WF¥F—28H L&A, ZOfED GPRI20 7 I
ZAMEEEEWHBEZRLE. W 202 Ens,
Z ® GPR120 R E O Y —FF)LAT GPRI20 &b &
YOS Z FHITE TS Z EARBI N
(Fig. 1). ¥ 512, Z® GPRI20FEOY—EF)
ZRHALZRyF VI al—3 3 Vidkka ik
EYOT7 T A NMERZTHITL2OICEHATHS &
Hbons.

Eys)

PR IR OEREEE 2 NRPED U /T > R &
LIEMBZREANREIN TS, N6 IE,
PPARs %> FABPs &3 U /2, #i/z/skEBR T
BHIZARELTEHE, R AFT Y 2 X %t
LTWa, X7, HILEDSMTS Kk, ~27o7

% ﬁ

GPR120 »FFA

enteroendocrine adipocytes

cells

Fig. 1. Involvement of Free Fatty Acid Receptors in Nutri-
tional Regulation

7—2, MRS ORI EE s E=¥—L
T3, BN TH, GPR40 GPRI201E, FD4E
RN S, TR RG 75 & ORBIERBICH T S
BYERAEENE L THEHINTWS, RN
LZDOZAFERBOMBEERZEREY -T2 &
3, ERENEAEOEESEVWIES, UN RO
RHMENSHETH > 20, bhbhudzo—y
A N AN — SRR B U 7= B 1 & F
72 GPRAONA > F 4 > 77 wrA OMFEITHRI
L, UH>REGPRAODIEGZEBERELE. £
7z, ZRROBEREMIITINZ T, GPR40 % GPR120
SZREREEROBFEGRY T > ROMAENEATH
D, WS DONDOHERTIN—TNEZEZHL TNV,
koY koY aROLTIE HZAREKFITOS -5 T
ERRALEZRyF VI alb—a a0
BARY A > ROBRICEAT 2MEHEZ21T> T
5. INSbEMEFRALZS SR 55K DR

(arbitary unit)

Q HCG21
sk O «La

A grilolic acid
& MEDK:AIE

-6 B i-LA ethyl estar o
& NCG serkes

hydrogen bonding cnergy

relative ERK activity

Fig. 2. Structure-activity Relationships of GPR120 Ligands

(A) GPRI120 homology model docked with a-LA. (B) The relative
ERK activity correlated well with the calculated energy of interaction based
on modeling.
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WES Z 7K D SE /il 7 A B A BE R AT 3T B T &
T, 7 FIHTFELUTORENE DA E & ALH R A
FAL T ADEMANRHIND Z ENHBFEINS
(Fig. 2).
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