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Atovaquone, an analog of ubiquinone, binds tightly to the ubiquinol oxidation site (Qo site) of parasite
cytochrome bc; complex to inhibit electron transport at concentrations far lower than those at which the mammalian
system is affected. The mode of action is thought similar to that of myxothiazol. To treat Pneumocystis jirovecii and
Plasmodium falciparum infections, atovaquone has been used worldwide whereas it is unapproved in Japan. Since the
pathogenic Candida species fungi seem resistant to atovaquone, this drug is not clinically available for candidosis, par-
ticularly deep mycosis. We examined the effects of atovaquone on cellular respiration and in vitro growth of C. albicans
to explore a new therapeutic possibility for fungal infections. Atovaquone strongly inhibited glucose-dependent cellular
respiration similarly to antimycin A, stigmatellin, and myxothiazol, specific bc; complex inhibitors. However, atova-
quone suppressed glucose-dependent cell growth to a much lesser extent versus the comparator agents. When added a-
lone, lithium exerted slight growth inhibition. The combined addition of lithium with atovaquone showed a significant
increase in inhibition of growth. Although the way lithium acts synergistically with atovaquone remains to be elucidated,
our results suggest a new therapeutic possibility of this combination for the treatment of candidosis.
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Fig. 1. Chemical Structure of Atovaquone
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FHINDN, ZES5BENKRITHD, T4 X
BHEOHEITRO EET@E T T IaREVF 5T
KOAFHHEEWVWDSBIRTH 5. Pneumocysris
Jirovecii (P. carinii EWHINTW=0Y, HARLHEOD
RANCKDERE) DNERNEERS a2 —FESAF A
fili 2613 HIV B2 51 2 REW 72 B R SYE O
1DTHO, TOENTHREALEDH L IRIFIET
RIELEEICRDZENASNTVNDS. O HDAET
VRS E M — T XRIEFE D E LML Tnd 7z
W, EINTORANPEEINTNS,

Atovaquone (¥, HEEDFEIULEZ LD DT >
CHEICIREERNRERIBNWESINTEL.D
BRRER IR (NIREREE) 1, HEROEKT
LBFITEHTHHMAERETH D, DNEIC
B2 EEEEOLE & &N DS W
ZMEL TV S, IR OERIIMH <, BIEERN TH
AZINTWEHEFKZITHIATHS. TR
T O—)L R RAITHE S U TR RE 2 i E T 5
amphotericin B, T)L T X570 —)L DAE KD
FHESR ETHEMICIERT 27V — )V REA, Hify
BEDMERLZNE = G 9 % p-glucan synthase % [H &
IT2F v 51 CRVIERE By IO07THs
TV b A0 L3 < BIZSEMICH L TEW
K FME % % D atovaquone O fifi BRI FH 0 A REMELT,
bbb iUuIEHE L 7. Atovaquone 2N EFEIEIRE D
BRI TMbH AU, HH A0 R A B o
WP TESLHDEEDNS. Atovaquone 1T X
S THEEDOHSZM TR F—EENHEINS &,
BB T RO B AERICBIT 2 T RILF —EA
NN &E 2RIk 2 ETFRINS.
Atovaquone & fifthE % % #Ifil9° % A % [F ¢ 12 i 5
FTHUTHEFEHEN RN R TEDEER . 22
T, MICHKRFEHEINTWBERGZORMNS Y Fr
LOPHHZERHNTHZEICLE. UFTLIT TREE
UFTL] EVWDEHEGEL T 1950 £ KD e
R DIRIRICER R S TV B, 1010 ARIZHTT %
UFILDERANZ A LDBEAIZBEL TIEE< O
WEPND DN, fpEREPLET S RILF A
W BT HEZA DS EMESNTNS, B 5T,
Candida albicans \ZHBWT, EEEDOY F 7 L H3HHE
EEAEL, WEEZHD S EHMEINTNS, 19
BRFEHA SN TS 2 HOEFNERDIFRM KT
B T )L F — A & fHE U CRRE TR AR &I

FEHOTEIEWNEEX, ERITEFLL
ZOWMXTIE, W PHEDOEREBIFRETH S
C. albicans % I\ T, atovaquone D IEIEFHZE & in
vitro B IR T 2 U F UL EOHHZIE E B
U, BREDOERIEDOH IR TREE 2 RIBT 2 &
BONDHARZE-OTHET 2.

M & RERFE

1. = Atovaquone |3 GlaxoSmithKline #t
M5 ETEN . Antimycin A, myxothiazol, am-
photericin B, miconazole, clotrimazole, ketocona-
zole, fluconazole 1Z> 7' < 7L BU w FE&k D A
L /=. Stigmatellin |3 Fluka Biochemica & D i A L
To. HAEY F U LSRR TEMI DAL 2.
ZOEMNORFEIHR/EINTNE2HDODS 5, Fib
MEOENHDOEEAL .

2. WEHEHE Candida albicans K 17 VX 1 2
APHEOREMNSHEES N DT, HAER
RFEFRR L EALGE L BB K0
BIRE, W& ITE-> TRELZ. D Dby LA
WS U 72k 5t (pH 5.2 %2 NaOH T pH 7.2
IZRRED 2 ml 2 ANTZiRBEZHWT, HRE&H
XIFEFEZIR T OBRSEM T 30°C, 15 FfilfiR & S
W% %1{7-> /-, Table 2 ®FEELIIMNZ, 11lmm»
NWA—RAzeM—DRFFE L THWZ., BREEO
EHEIL 600 nm OWSELERTEIC K DIERL 2. Ta-
ble 2 /5 Table 5 IZ/R U 72 ISR —&HFITHIT 2 3
P TINOFHETHO, FEERAEZ 0.002 205
0.101 DHEIFTH > /=.

3. MREMHDORERE bDhbhnER
Hansenula anomala \ZB§ L THE L 7=@ 0,19 § 1k
WM o EkEEOL TEREL, S0mm U >
71U U LR (pH 6.5) 1CHRE (Ag=25) LT,
I iE PR HEIE Okl & Lz, 50mM 7)) J— X
BB &I DM FWIIAETET Y T — 7 Bilg R BT
5°J1 5331(Yellow Spring Instrument Co., Inc., Ohio)
ZHWT30°C TITo 72,20 o7 2 RS2 VRN W i
BNy 2 it P I W 35 R VS SCRR 1T 98 > THIlE L
7.2V

] R

1. C. albicans £ E DR (Zxt S B8 2 DEE|D
PR Table 11X, )N d1—XZ2HEHELT5 C
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Table 1. Effects of Respiratory Inhibitors and Antifungals on
the Cellular Respiration of C. albicans

Table 2. Effects of Lithium Chloride on Aerobic Growth of
C. albicans

ICso (um)
Chemicals
Cyanide-sensitive =~ Cyanide-resistant
Antimycin A 0.240 >1000
Stigmatellin 0.265 >1000
Myxothiazol 0.260 >1000
Atovaquone 0.295 >1000
Amphotericin B >1000 >1000
Miconazole 200 23.0
Clotrimazole 600 130
Ketoconazole 500 130
Fluconazole >1000 >1000

albicans L& DWFRIZHT %52 b7 O L bey K
DFF B FEH K OREIRFE S N TS HIERF D
MEZRLTWS, C. albicans DX~ RU 7
DM SHE FRZERITIIEF ) —IVOBLKIED 5
KormnLTHB0, ¥ b oLibEEE % Rinlgt
HHERETDHLT REZHETFRE ST 2 IEZELE
% /) —)VER{LEEZE T B S alternative oxidase A3 il
T 527 CMtEN O 2 FHE)N S 5. 2 Antimycin
AlL be EERD Qi HLOHEAITH D, stig-
matellin & myxothiazol 13 Qo L &2 F N Eix
HYERBEFF CHEY 5. 29 Atovaquone 1£, 2415
3D RHEXR &4 < [[EkIZ C. albicans &8 D
T RSN ERE L. T2IdRLTW
72N, C. albicans 7> S BBEL =GO I ha >
RUZZHWTaONVBEZEEE L THIE LS
WIEMIZB N TS, atovaquone 13 3 F& D IT I FH
FHHIEFEDOHEFMAZ/RL 2. Amphotericin B,
miconazole, clotrimazol, ketoconazole, fluconazol
&, OREICBONTEKRMICEAIN TS HER
| T d 5. Amphotericin B & fluconazole iZ 13 If:
W EERMED S5 N7 > =, Miconazole,
clotrimazole, ketoconazole I21%, BF DI 7 2=
PEREIRRHE & 2K D BRGNS T i fE
FINRNB S NI, KRN DRI 78 T/
Moz,

2. C. albicans DEFICXHT D) FILOFHR

ERITHT D2V FILDOERANZZALIZEIL T
WBER R TIIWEZAHTH DAY, fif#hE5% D phos-
phofructokinase % phosphoglucomutase Z[HZ L,
IRINVF—EAZAH T ENDHENHTNY

Absorbance at 600 nm

Concentration (mm) LiCl Concentration (mm)

0 2 5 10
Glucose
111 3.32 2.93 2.28 1.66
50 3.90 3.20 2.52 1.80
20 3.25 3.09 2.45 1.65
10 1.45 1.46 1.43 1.35
5 1.10 1.10 1.06 1.04
Galactose
111 3.40 3.12 2.40 1.52
50 3.72 3.25 2.59 1.61
20 3.51 2.95 2.66 1.62
10 1.44 1.44 1.40 1.18
5 1.04 1.02 0.990 0.872

%. 13719 Table 2 1, ME—DKFBIRDIBEZEEZ T,
C. albicans DKM EFITHT 2D F I LD
IR EFANRIAERTH S, VI a—ZARENEVIZ
EVFULDOEFHEN RS HHDONTHBD, 5
mM D7) A=A TIE, UFILORIIITE
NERDSNIRN T, ZTINI—ARENEGES &
HARD TR F —BIEBERICK VIR IKFT S
KO RBEFEHINS =D, UFULOEHSIX
fRBER D NT N DOERAL T 5 ATHEME N RE S 1
2. T—=FIZIIR L TWRWnWY, MY FoLZzEF
WG E bR FERROBENMG SN, HE—DRFHE
BZETINIA—=AMSHT I h—=RAIZHWATH) F
LOMBEITERIFAKETH- . ZHIE, S
cerevisiae \Z BT 2HED LIFRIBZHHERTH 5.

3. C. albicans DEFB(ZX$ D atovaquone D 1)
FILEQOHRAME  Table 313, C. albicans O
HRMAEFIINT B8l F 7 4 & atovaquone D
HHADRZFANZHDOTHS. 100uM O atova-
quone |3, 20%FEEDAEFHEL NRI BN 72N,
10mM QU FU LA EFRKRMNT 5 &, AFHRER)
RMWPEFICHEBLUZ., UL 10um TII atova-
quone IC X B AFHEITRD SN/ o7z, Table
2 DFERMMS, U F 7 LIEEERICIER T % ATRENE
MREBINZZD, S FIRUTITBITHELETE
WZEHRERNICHEHETIDIENMEIL TS5
atovaquone?™® & D fif FIZh R % S S h S iF St
DOHEBETHEL TH/ (Table 4). EHRZ[R KOG
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Table 3. Effects of Lithium Chloride and Atovaquone on
Aerobic Cell Growth of C. albicans

Additions Absorbance at 600 nm
None 3.42
100 um Atovaquone 2.74
10 mm LiCl 1.20
+100 uM Atovaquone 0.392
+50 uMm Atovaquone 0.646
+20 um Atovaquone 0.838
+10 uM Atovaquone 1.22

Table 4. Effects of Atovaquone and Lithium on the Aerobic
and Anaerobic Growth of C. albicans

Absorbance at 600 nm

Growth Conditions
None +10mwm LiCl

Shaken under Air 3.20 1.70
+100 uM Atovaquone 2.74 0.480

Shaken under Nitrogen Atmosphere 0.681 0.456
+100 uM Atovaquone 0.602 0.305

Table 5. Effects of Lithium Chloride and Respiratory Inhibi-
tors on Aerobic Cell Growth of C. albicans

Absorbance at 600 nm

Additions LiCl Concentration (mm)

0 10 20
None 3.52 1.23 0.660
10 uMm Antimycin A 0.780 0.230 0.170
10 um Stigmatellin 0.952 0.350 0.250
10 uM Myxothiazol 1.07 0.342 0.255
100 um Atovaquone 2.30 0.320 0.188

L4 MTIE, atovaquone DIRMNIC L 2 AEFHEIZ
§9F > Tz, Table 1 TR L 7210 QML EHA
EHWTUFILEDHRICK S EFHREZRFL
7z (Table 5). L@ OWFREEEMIZIFFTH 72
ZHMhMmb 5T, 100 uM @ atovaquone 1% 1/10 @
RETHRMU 72130 QIR ER & R TEBRE
NRMIE D NITEN > Tz, U F U LDRKFRMICEX
D, 100 uM @ atovaquone (% 10 uM D iF /) DI FH
EREFBEOABHELZRLZ.

% £

C. albicans \3 1 > PHIEDFERFERNE TdH
D, BEMIHTHEMENEL, HESKEEERMIC
HHEEHELTESE L TWS, NERMEEREIC LD HRE

ZHER LGV, BHRIEREANCKL S 1
DIEENBETH S, BEENTERFEH SN TY
LPEREL, RUICR, 7Y—ILR, FvT
1R, IV R ETHS.8 7)yar)—)b
ZIICLDETDHTY )V REHINGE —RINEE LT
A IND Z NN, KA PER O B AR E
ERB0DDOOHB.9 I A RYUTOEBEBTRERE
FR oD TR BIIZFA 23 % atovaquone 13, HAYEIC
B 2HHOENZFOPIEREE LT, BEOH
T IBIR T hnD 2 vREMEDHIFE S N 5.

Table 1 IZ/-R L 7= K D12, atovaquone |Z C. albi-
cans IZK L TH S. cerevisize DI EFRBEICI b O
CRUTRNRED be, EEEKITH G L, ETREZHE
ELTWDEHESIND. ZO5R )RR FHEIEH
bbb 5T, TableS hr bbb K DIT,
atovaquone O 4= F [ F1FE I 2> D I L AT
HARTIESNICHN., ZOBEELTET TN
5D, RKADOHLEY'E TH 5 antimycin A, stig-
matellin, myxothiazol IZ ft X T atovaquone 13 B #fi
IBHETH D720, HONMIRBINTHRELD
AREMETCTH . F/z, WRIETERIE I W ERAD
B O D TH 2729, HMEIEHEM DO FEK &
IR EE DR BES K DB @EE N R > T &
FZEAoND. RROYUEMHETH % 3 O HE
AEWFRZD, NTOREERME L THFESINL
atovaquone {3 S0 E ] O B AR NI HL O A F
WIS EEHE SN G Wb Lk, UF A
E o <BYRICIR S 9 I RIERE E 72 & OIE#ICH
WHNTVNEHDOD, FOFFMBIEREFITVWES
BAfETIX/R W0, 12 U F 7 AR OB ZE ZHEL
TIRINF—RBIEEEZLGZDLE0VWOIEZHITL
BN SR < HWTH D, Table 2 705 & REEER A
TER R TdH 2 IREMENVRE S /2. S. cerevisiae 1T
BT, phosphoglucomutase K DfiKF TdH 5
T XL L TY FULRHEEIHET S
EHEINEDN, D Table 2 IR LELEDITH S
F—2Z2M—DRFFRELTHT N I—ZALE2LH
ROEFERENFSNZDOT, BREOD C. albi-
cans [IZHBF 2 U F I LDOEMRIEADTIR< & B phos-
phoglucomutase TlZ/2 W EHEE I NS, EHRFED
C. albicans \[ZHWT U FU LADNERBRZHEET
5H0OO, 213D phosphoglucomutase M [HZE 7
WIT2dDTRBWERESNTNS. 2 fRHHRIC



No.

251

MIT2UFULOERER, S5ITUFTALN
atovaquone DR R EZMIRT H AN A ALAITEL T
13, GBRDOISBRHIRFANLETH S, BEITEEM,
ELTHRERIN TS Y F 7 A EEANDRR
EAYE W atovaquone & DFHFRIE, B DA IEME
BRE DIGEIZH 7= /s htE 2 RR 95D & Bbhn
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