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Sweet Potato in Pre-Columbian Polynesia

An Overview
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An overview is presented on the reports available so far on sweet potato, Ipomoea batatas, cultivated widely in
Polynesia in the pre-Columbian era, with reference to possible ways and presumptive dates of transfer from the Ameri-
cas to Polynesia, such as (1) Polynesian navigators’ travel to Peru, (2) Peruvian fishermen’s drift westward, (3) vessel
drift, (4) seed drift, (5) root-tuber drift, and (6) transport by birds. The author supports the case (1) as most plausible.
Ganshu or Ganchu described in the old Chinese herbal books is identified as Dioscorea esculenta. An introduction of the

tuber to China and Japan is briefly mentioned.
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Fig. 1.

The Polynesian Triangle with the Presumptive Dates of Immigration and Arrival (in italics) of Sweet Potato

AD: anno domini, BP: before the present (1950), CK: Cook Islands (Is.), ES: Easter Island, FJ: Fiji Is., GB: Gambier Is., HW: Hawaiian Is., MQ: Marquises
(Marquesas) Is., PN: Phoenix Is., SC: Society (Societe) Is., SM: Samoa Is., TG: Tonga Is., TM: Tuamotu Is.
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Fig. 2. The Borobudur Ship
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<) 2, BEEOY YA BIZDNWTRERENT
W5 ZENSG, HEIZSEH NS T Y A1 BENKRES
ENTVEEVWSIEAND D —EHFVITWVS,
DOERIZIELWEA S M.

mETIRES~S 15, &), T3 {# 040N
<HPBHSNTETWDS, THEATR] LUk,
[ NAEZICHToNTER, L, +H
-4 & Dioscorea opposita Thunb. (¥ < /1 EF} -
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f&) T, hEEE (5 - mEsEe), WEEb0nD
N5, TNSORBOHIT 158 NEDLE TR
NTwa, MRty (gD 1 [FER) BiEE
F&) "d0, £ TFEEEL (300 FH) T
LA (RILH - TiROmED) $2n2HIT 135
EIEREWNS. TRAGEARRL (300 FEH) 12 MH%EE
N0, TAREXRE] (1061 48) 121, Li#IM (&
LH - RO, REEM, fEE) 1T TFE, ILEE) iH D
LS, LT MREAR) (1108 4F) LI OFEH
AFERITZTNT TAFEREE) Z25HLTWS. ThA
B RS E® NJAE, h4 Ran) Dioscorea
esculenta (Laur.) Burkill FEEN5. 12K
FIHEET, HETIE 2 HEEENSBRE SN TS L.

HE DY Y XA £ Ipomoea batatas Lam. (k&
IWHFE, YA TR OFRIE, AFans
ARA 2 NITE DT 1564 FELIEIC T A U E i
Eh, TNAPEAOFT 1594 FICREBICAS
7z, TAEMIHL (1578 4F) 1Zi3¥ Y <1 R
o TH# Bd 5. BIHOATEREHHILH W
L TWiz WS Dioscorea esculenta TdH 5. TAREM
HinEL) (1765 ) IIXEREZD THEE 2165 5.
HE, BELOMY, INETOVTROAREEC
HELLBEMNRWVWE L T Ipomoea gL T35
7, slH U7 THE&) (R 1 Dioscorea &
Ipomoea % [F—H L Ths, 1719

r2g el (1638 4F) X2 HED ) 21d2
ZEEED TV, 1D (F : fkd) L ET
OREERIAE « JAFEICEH< S H 5. 5 1 DI3F
FLaMTD QF Aok, FINEZET). £
DECRPEEII VD, I H2HE (REAN DBRm &
) NI H> TINEG. TOHILY > Tl
BBEHLEZEIETH-/=DT, WIZFEOEZED, /K
WA MBI AAAUTHEZIE S THRER-> &
&, OO E LTI, f#EE T 1593 FI2HLEEN
I, BORENT 4 UE VITHREKZIRE L T
AR ERD S E/=. TORE, B 1594 FicH
YRAENRBRON, EEBICEEINTERE
ol HAHWIEER, REAT 1594 FITKEIT
EEMAEEICHEL T, T s&KENIEN S /-
EbHbnbins, 1718

BARPETIE, & N e HE, EE, %A
BYRA BRI BREELTLONEHRTHDN, U~
1 BIXZ ORI H IR 5 —fRITHE SN,

£z, fLE, 17, BE, MRo4bH 5. 7
B, YA ERBTIEY (Y a, KE Dioscorea
alata L. )8R %227 23 U 2 TR b A <
HEINTWARREOYI /A ETHD. 17D
BATE : BANGTHERNS 1597 125 & &I

AD7ZONRP ESIND,. WIA4E, VavFay
1E, PYAEREDOHETVAIR, FE (B 15
BRER, BEELBEHL-REKEZRL TS, HEATY
URA B HELWR #iE FFHIRALEINT
TEidfEonizn, FEXHENE LT Refs. 19—25
BT,
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