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From 2001 to the summer of 2002, more than 800 cases of liver damage were reported in Japan among people taking
Chinese diet aids. The Japanese Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare has recently announced that N-nitrosofenflura-
mine was the hepatotoxic compound contained in the diet aids based on animal experiments performed by the National
Institute of Health Sciences. Although N-nitrosofenfluramine is a derivative of fenfluramine, a previously used anti-
obesity drug, neither pharmacologic nor toxicologic properties have been reported for N-nitroso fenfluramine.

It should be noted that N-nitrosofenfluramine has two optical isomers, although it is not yet known which isomer
damages the liver and other organs. The Japanese Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare has not commented on this
point. Pursuing this question, 10 types of Chinese slimming aid samples including those obtained from patients with ful-
minating hepatitis were analyzed by NMR, GC/MS, and a newly established HPLC method using a chiral separation
column. It was found that the N-nitrosofenfluramine in all of the toxic diet aids was the (S)-isomer form. No (R)-
isomer was detected. These results strongly suggest that the nitroso-compound in the diets must be prepared from phar-
macologically active (S)-fenfluramine (dexfenfluramine) . Thus the pharmacologic and toxicologic properties of each
isomer should be investigated.
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1. N-nitrosofenfluramine (1-ethyl-1- { 1-methyl-2-
[3- (trifluoromethyl) phenyl]Jethyl} -2-oxohydrazine)
D45 i Bk @ fenfluramine ¥ B 35 38.1 mg
(0.14 mmol) 7% 10 ml fgFIfREL/KFHE T KU D AKIZ
VERREL 721, ML AF L > 50mlick > THItHL
. BoNARHEZMEET MY U AITK > T
#%, Wit A28 % U T fenfluramine 257, HWT
ZUT, WmEET bYU T A Sg ZEML 72 10 ml K
BRZEMA, E5ICRERE 3ml 2, KH PP <
DERMTFLER HRACHFRL, ZRICTRIBZET
> 7. 1R, PITFI)VT—7 )b 100ml % ji
Z, MUz, GoN/AHHEEZMRET N AR
Ko TR, WiEZEEAL, BaoMAERY 25
. INEZUATINVASLAIOARINT T T 1 —
[Silica Gel 60 N (spherical, neutral) 3 g, FEfETF
Wi ANFH=1:5] THEKEL, HNETS
N-nitrosofenfluramine % major £ & minor {K A1)
6:1DRAMEL TRIFEEWICHZ. b,
major K & minor (KD AERRILIZDOWTIRE S NZE
YO 'H-NMR ZHEL, TNZNDAF L
IR 2 — 7 OFMED L 5K 7.

Rf:0.22 (BFfE=F) : NFH>=1:5), 'H-
NMR (600 MHz, CDCl;) major J: 7.58—7.45 (3H,
m), 7.23—7.13 (2H, m), 4.41 (1H, sext, J=6.87),
3.43 (1H, sext, J=17.15), 3.14 (1H, sext, J=7.15),
2.99 (1H, dd, J=13.75, 8.24), 2.67 (1H, dd, J=
13.75, 6.87), 1.22 (3H, d, J=6.6), 0.95 (1H, t, J=
7.15), minor &: 7.58—7.52 (3H, m), 7.30—7.16
(2H, m), 4.99 (1H, m, J=6.87), 3.68 2H, m), 2.86
(1H, dd, J=13.75, 6.60), 2.43 (1H, dd, J=13.75,
8.24), 1.19 (3H, m), 0.95 (3H, m), *C-NMR (150
MHz, CDCl;) : major J: 12.6, 20.9, 39.7, 42.7, 61.6,
124.7, 126.7, 130.0, 133.5, 139.4, 139.4, 144.3, IR
(neat) cm~1!: 1450, 1331, 1124. HRMS (FAB-NBA
+Nal):261.1217 (calced for C,H(ON,F;: 261.1214) .

2. RERYSMA Ty FBAEEESD DD N-nitro-
sofenfluramine hERMY A Ty b AERE

mE LU THWEDIRLALTO 10 FEHTH 5.

2R 5% BHEHRFIERET L2 EE
DR, HEEBEZ S E (REHRIEE), &KHE
5% (GTP "t — K 1360), AFEWE (BIE
26 CHHE @ fA T8 & [RIRFICHEA U 72 A
MEOBLD), HLEIOEF - (BEFLRE
fE), WEFYAITy b, BEPEISESE - #, K
OHETHEA U HE s s - S 2.

FNTND T IV QMK & ZRE KR fRE,
PIFINIT—FIVTHIHL, AHMEZRES YD
LTHRALUZ, Witz 3EE LR, Kbz U T
WAhZ L8R b7 57 1— [Silica Gel 60 N
(spherical, neutral), EfEETF) : NFH>=1:5]
TEhE e OCMRRPE DK S B R L, B
& 9 % Nanitrosofenfluramine 2 157-. 28, £5
172 N-nitrosofenfluramine {33 X TDH A X7 k)L
T IIBNTLEER I N EEY > T )L & —F
L7z, Z#1E HPLC Y > 7))L &L THHTL 2.

3. KERUDHMEH

3-1. HPLC A7 PU-980, #iizs UV-970
(HA T RKA 2R, 715 L CHIRALPAK
—AS CHif% 10 um, 0.46 X 25 cm, DAISEL - #1) ,
YR B W% 3 % Isopropanol / Hexane, % & 0.5ml/
min, 7EAR 10ul, HHEFEE 254 nm,

3-2. GC/MS GC HP 5890 II plus, MS HP
5972 (Hewlett Packard t£%), 775/ HP-5 Trace
analysis (5% diphenyl and 95% dimethylpolysiloxa-
ne, 0.25 mm X 30 m, Film Thickness: 0.25 um).

3-3. AWMEMHE EEREHNILF—T 2 60C
(1 min) — (10°C/min) —150°C (5 min) — (20°C /min)
—250°C (10 min) — (20°C/min) —280°C (3 min), i+
A1250°C A >&—7 A X 280°C, ik 1ml/
min, {EAEL 10 R 7 Uy MEA, FYUTHA
He, 1 FtiEETHRE 1 F 1t (ED, 1421t
Ix)F—170eV, HIEE— K m/z30—500 SCAN
E— R,

BRRUER

1. NMR, GC/MS (T & % N-nitrosofenfluramine
DHRFE &L 7= N-nitrosofenfluramine Z NMR,
GC/MS ZHWTEHT L7z, GC/MS 73Tic & % N-
nitrosofenfluramine @ fRFFFRFfE & XA X7 k)L % Fig.
1 IZ/R9 . N-nitrosofenfluramine @ & — 7 {3 14.4
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min (ZHN7ZZ, AXT MVEDFAF>TH2 m/z
260, 77T A A FELTZ bOy HEEER
L 7= m/z 230, trifluoromethylbenzyl ® m/z 159 7%
ExRLE ZofReRIChERY A Ty i
H D N-nitrosofenfluramine O {FLED [EE 2T /=.
2. HPLC (C & % N-nitrosofenfluramine 0 ¢ %
R DRE EDWEL
2-1. S+ 3 {& N-nitrosofenfluramine @547

& Bk U7z N-nitrosofenfluramine (5t I {K) 7% Y&%
%M H 5 L (CHIRALPAK-AS) 12& > TH#iL
7~ (Fig.2). Fraction 1 ({£FFMFfE : 21 min, 24
min) & fraction 2 (f##FEEfE © 29 min, 31 min) 2
TnEN—HoE —2 @O 7. Fraction 1 KT
fraction 2 Z 3 ELL, GC/MS ZHWTHIFL /=&
Z A, Wi4rW & % N-nitrosofenfluramine Tdh % Z
EDFEFR I N /-, N-nitrosofenfluramine 1213 = kO
VEDI A« T ARMVITHRT D EHEIN
2 BIEERND D, NMRIZE S THZDEFEENBIR
INTWVWS, LMo T, fraction 1 KU fraction
2122489 D, GH4AFETDE—r3ENnEh
N-nitrosofenfluramine @ 4 D O £ MK (Fig. 3) I
g5 EEZ 51D, Figure 2 ITREN~=L DI,
2 DO fraction TN ZIUIZTBWNTIFIE 50 : 50 DA
HLD 2 D=7 ipElanTns 2 &hs, &
AL T > ZARIZDNWTENZENIEESEINZ
EERICBINZEHEL .

2-2. FFIEME N-nitrosofenfluramine O 534t
Kiz, (+£)-fenfluramine % HiEDIZHE > THEHE

U, SIKRMEIT 2 HFEIEM fenfluramine & R {K
MBS T B #iE M fenfluramine 2 757-. 9 2N F
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GC/MS Total Ion Chromatogram (A) and Mass Spectrum (B) of N-nitrosofenfluramine
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Fig. 2. HPLC Chromatogram of Racemic N-nitrosofenflura-
mine

NzZz=bovikl, SHENELT 20EIEME N-
nitrosofenfluramine (> 7 )L A) & RAKDMERLT
Y215 N-nitrosofenfluramine (Y27 )L B) &
Lz, InB3 7V A KOS >T )V B % 2-1. 11
&Rk HPLC THHT L 7=,

T DRER, SKMMERT B EEMNT > T IV A
Tld, fraction 1 (fRFFEFR] © 21 min, 24 min) &
fraction 2 (f£#FMER] : 29 min, 30 min) & HIZxt
> T3 2D0E—7 D55 DRIFITHEHT %
v — 27 (f+F5KR © 21 min, 29 min) OENE L,
BFITHEHT 28— (GRFFRFH : 24 min, 30 min)
DHBEMEN >/, LN ->T, ®ikiEtd 5
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Fig. 3. Diastereomers of N-nitrosofenfluramine
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Fig. 4. HPLC Chromatogram of Sample A

E—27 (frFeEERE 21 min, 29 min) 28 SIKTH S
tWrE SN (Fig. 4).

E7z, REDMEET ZIeAEMY > 7 )L B T,
fraction 1 (f£F5H5fH : 21 min, 24 min) & fraction
2 (BREFIER : 29 min, 30min) & HITHIT/R ST
W32200E—=7D55DH%FITEHRTLIE—Y
(PRFFRER @ 24 min, 31 min) O LEN T I KK
VY >TIVA LU THEML TWa I EnS,
BEIBEHITAE—IDNRIKTHS EMES N
(Fig. 5).

PLEWCED, LRFERER 21 min, K& U8 29 min (2
(S) -N-nitrosofenfluramine 7328 5 31, 1% #rHF ]
24 min 2 7F 30 min iZ (R)-N-nitrosofenfluramine 7%
RBOOENDEZENHSMNIRS/Z., ZHITE- T,
JeFIETE T L& Wz HPLC 12 & % N-nitro-
sofenfluramine D Y5l E DR EIENENTL SN Tz,

3. FEESM Ty FHABEESFH D N-nitro-
sofenfluramine D XFMEDRE LD HIKIC
v, MEES M Ty b AR#BEES SO N-nitro-
sofenfluramine D YE i E DRE Z1T> /2. BUEM

]
0 20 40 (min)

Fig. 5. HPLC Chromatogram of Sample B
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Fig. 6. HPLC Chromatogram of an Extract Obtained from
Chinese Slimming Diet ‘ONSHIDO-GNPIKOUNOU’

RTCHLTCLUEBENIRAL Tz MERZEREEC S
| @/~ kY5 A% Fig. 612779, Fraction 1,
fraction 2 & HIZFFFFE 21 min, %O 29 min |2
RHT 22— DRI N, REFFFHE 24 min KO
30min IZIIE—=7NFEAERD S NRBN D T,

ZDFRERMN S, AY 2T I)VH D N-nitrosofenflura-
mine |[$IFE SHEOATHEELTHBOD, RIKDLE
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2Z<OTH, SIKICHLT2%RETHD Z &N
Grino 7z

D 9 U > TINICDNTHFEKKICHNEITo 7z &
ZA, TXRTOY 2T THH &7z N-nitro-
sofenfluramine 131Z1E SKDATH> 7. K-> TH
EEZEIT ESNLZPEREY 1Ty bREETITE
St 15 M 73 (S) -N-nitrosofenfluramine @ A 73& £
1, (R)-N-nitrosofenfluramine 1313 & A EFELE L
RN EDNBH SN T2,

] i

Fenfluramine (3 i w76 % FH O B ARBGRF & L T
1973 FICRMERELF (FDA) I&k-> TS
7. HIOI3EHRE, DB TS TN TV phen-
termine EfH T 5 2 & TIRE, KEMEATI O &
WHORIEMMBSIRASINS X DITRD, 1996 FITid
7 A1) #7 T ® fenfluramine-phentermine 4L 75 & I3
1800 &2 A 7=.° F 7= 1996 41213 (S) -fenflura-
mine T& % dexfenfluramine 7% FDA 12 & > T&8k
MHFE L TRIISINDICES .9 LL, 1997
4 8 H, Connolly % 7 fenfluramine-phentermine %
BIL TWzigh 24 NiZBWTLIEOEIER, K
kT L CERPICEREDHER SN E2HE
LU, RMER#EZEOREDDHDONVWLEZ &5, fen-
fluramine, dexfenfluramine {3 i85 2> 5 [\ & 1
7o, BUEIMZEICH A9 % HAY T DA fenfluramine
DURFENFFAIENTWSA, HFEE L TlilkanT
W5 (S)-fenfluramine IZFEFICEMETH D, HEH
AFDE 5757 2K fenfluramine 7» 5 D557
FNZ K HFHIIROmE D S IXRENH 5. Lien
S>TC, TOZhraVILIKTH 3, (S)-N-nitro-
sofenfluramine D AFH D THEETH D Z LITF
DETHRWN,

ZOXDIRIT, GEFL BT iick
0, FEERITHEEOEIRAT N ZBENIRAL Tw
Db ZFOHERY 1 Ty PHERERDT T
N5 (S) -N-nitrosofenfluramine 23 H I N7z Z &
ISEETh oz, 2003 42 HIZEETBEN S
Y EBR1Z X % N-nitrosofenfluramine O fif # 14 12 D
WTOHRENBZINTVSN, RBRICHEHL = N-

nitrosofenfluramine D Y& 2#HlEE TR T % Aok id & <
‘o, EETPHEBRTIIPERSY A Ty SR
B S HiH U 7= N-nitrosofenfluramine % F 0
TW3BR, AEEBRTIEHIKD fenfluramine 7n 5 &
BL7zbDZEHNTWS, SEIRZEMHALEZDT
& AU (S) -N-nitrosofenfluramine & L T D E &
I TLES. —RITHZRIERO A HE
MR RZZOBHEAMOEETH L. T, AV
RERMN S, FEESY A Ty NHAEFEERT O N-
nitrosofenfluramine @ & 1% K X, AEEMHICDONWT
X, e IE M 72 (S) -N-nitrosofenfluramine % [ W)
THREAT S 2DLENDDHIETIHSNLTH D, &
%, BEBRLEICI>TENSZHEHL TS/
W,

BE YT EIRMEETIVWELEEMNESZ
ded (BN KZEEZER), BHHRE 4t (RNifEE
WHENED, IAE %4 (IR BIREG NIV 2
YRR IS BE#H WL ET. k92T
DN TSI N2 72 & £ U3 sUR R A
IR O NHIETRE, FIEADERICE < HIFLH L
FFET.
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