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Formaldehyde dehydrogenase (PFDH) was isolated from the creatinine-decomposing bacterium Pseudomonas
putida, and its gene has been cloned. PFDH is unique because it was the only enzyme that catalyzed the dehydrogenation
of formaldehyde without glutathione. PFDH belongs to a zinc-containing alcohol dehydrogenase family. Quantitative
analysis of the reaction products using NMR revealed that the enzyme is not simply a dehydrogenase but is an aldehyde
dismutase catalyzing a simultaneous conversion of both aldehyde to carboxylate and aldehyde to alcohol. The enzyme
contains a tightly bound cofactor of NAD*/NADH per subunit and is classified as a nicotinoprotein. The enzyme reac-
tion can proceed without external addition of the nucleotide cofactor. The formaldehyde was crystallized using the han-
ging-drop vapor diffusion method with ammonium sulfate as a precipitant. The crystal structure was determined using
the multiwavelength anomalous diffraction method with intrinsic zinc ions. The overall structure of PFDH is similar to
that of a classic horse liver alcohol dehydrogenase. However, a comparison of these structures indicated that the inser-
tion loop specifically found in PFDH may be responsible for the tight binding of the cofactor, thereby making PFDH a

dismutase.
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Fig. 1. Pathway for Creatinine Degradation in Microorganisms
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3. Pseudomonas putida BEDKRIL LT IILTE
kBik*EE%x (PFDH)
BHEOBVWFILALATIVT E ROBEIICEET 2R
IWATIVT & REKFEHZIIRGEN SEY, &b
WEDLETEPRITFTEHBICHELEL TWD, B
FAMSWET I T & REKERERE S OMEMENHE
a0, MEHIXZEAERLS, RIZHHRER
MOy IV a—)VBiK#EEZ#E (ADH) THO, 77
Z Il ADH &Rl —D% )NV ETH 5 Z EMNFEH
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<, MENIZ mM F—F —ITHEET BT IVEY F
#F> (GSH) L DM TIBEREMITEREINS S- &
ROFIAFIVIINEYFFNEDOHETHS. 10
ZDZEMNS GSHARTFR BRIV LT IVT & REEKSE
3% (GSH-FDH) &SI 5. #iEEFERELL T
NAD* ZERL, S-KIWVIINFTINIYFA+ 2 &
NADH %49 5 Kt Z il 3%, AEUk S- RV
IV FF TN OR REESR, S- RIVI )L
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Fig. 2. (A) Reaction Catalyzed by GSH-dependent FDH, (B) Apparent Reaction Catalyzed by PFDH, (C) Proposed Dismutation

Reaction Catalyzed by PFDH

BaEFOME—DERZETH> /- (Fig. 2).9

4. PFDH Efz¥D/7O0—=7%

X9, P.putida POEEFEEHE-ITHEL, B4E
REEFE D N Kl & W< DD RALS 7 > 5
TFROT IV BESERELZ. s DE#RE
HIZAFVIXIZ VLA FRZEZHGHKL PCRIZES T
485bp DB TW 2155 Z LM TE /. P. puti-
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T, aO0Z—NATJUF A E— a2 itko> Ti#Efr
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AT ELDRIRETH > /=, N R I33E M
IZRE 59 5 High 2 Bl A7 9 % Cys-46, His-67, UK
EHFFICEETH D EEAONT VDM ZEALT
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Gly—Xaa-Gly—Xaa-Xaa-Gly (194~199) & {77 X
NV, EEHLHEROBIZED S 3F/EDY
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Asp-169 D EL MMM GT S eI N Y &

D%, PFDH &g E WHRIEZ2H T 2B %D
B TNT—F N—Z FIC&EIN, BIETIE 30
BN EOHEMZET DS 2N 7B DOEIT 50 FELL
FiZ72 > TW3, Figure 3 1 3 fli¥H @ PFDH ki
# (MR 60~66% T2RIZH 72 0 AR &
%) EREZEMADH D7 514 A MERTY. C
KuilD 7 < > A > hid PFDH & ADH D17k
G D 2 RIEEBHRERIITobDTH 5.
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]

------- KKIERGUILKNvSBNTRGEROEMVR 54
———————— KLEBA TRV VSENIBOSBOBT YR 53
ALTGNKAJ[VYKGKGTVAVEDIGYPELILRDGPGVPKANVNRKCERGHI LKV I TNI[SGSED
-------- exalisfrrkinaBorieoes 51
-------- PKARERRIQITARSILBHTEASVID 54
-------- PRAERRIKI IARAVSHTRAYTLS 52

MVR 65

G

GRrrag-veLviE I TleER I ERERDEENLO 1B NS vEFNVARGRER SEKEMHTGVRL T~~~ - - 113

GRFIVP-KGHVILIEHAI TEEGVERESDIELMD I/,

NS vEFNVARGRERNEKEARSDVRENNL--- 114

ERTTAP-EGLVILE T Erl1 ETERDIEF TKKEN TS VPEN T ABGREVMEKIrOKITHVELN--- - - 124
GrLvrp-LeviAEHaaEIiES HErGr TVRPENKE 1 PLFIrPOfSGKISRVBKHPEGNFBLKND--- 115
SKFEGLAFPVIVERDIANEINES TEPClYrNvK eI PLYAPLRKEKFELSPLINLBGKISNLK 119
GhorEGsFPVILE AL IfESVEEGETRLR ANy PLY I PQGERKFRLNPQINL BOK TR~~~ 114

------- VNEhRAGGAYGYVDMGDWTGEQAEYLLVPYAEFNLQKLPERDKAMETRDQT-EL%IL 171
------- VNPDADLGAFG-FDLKGWSGEQAEYVLVPYADYMILKFGEKEQAMEKI KDLILISDIL 171

------- VNPDRPGSAYGYVDMGGWVGIEQSEYVMVPYADFOLLVF PEKEQALEKILDLIIMLSDIF 182
-LSMPRGTMQDGTSRFTCRGKPIHHFL{ETS] rbQYTvv@sISVAKIEAASPWVCLIdgs---F 176
SPASDQQLMEDKTSRFTCKGKPVYHFFETSIIFSQYTVVSDINLRKIRDDANLERVCIIECE---F 181
~TTGGKGLMPDGETSRFTCKGKTILHYMETSIFSEYTVVADISVAKIRPLAPLPRICIILECE---v 175

7 TR e v e Bos MM o Gave VLYY

SARLLENAVVEVGELEPARI AHRAKROE-FETA 234

PlaFHCcV SEelKPEFHvY IAEAPRERCRRAGRRL ENACVEVGERO PERLKLLSDAE-FEIrT 234

P%g@l -1Relorervy 1afEAlepliE hhhn

sAQLLENS TVEVCELREDRIRDRRSFIE-CEV 245

METQ@AVFEIEG@EVH@ RANENARTHGVIIKDKFRKRKEVEATECY 241
TG f{e. Vs VFELEGaLERMGL RANENSRIRG IR TN SEKFVKAKALIEATDCL 246
SEEE};A@«TEKEEE@MFELEG@VH@:KVAE!SRIEGVEIEKDKF@@FEAS@:I 240

DLSLDTPLHEQIAAI
DLRNSAPLRDQIDQI
NWVOKHDRLGEQIEQI

QDYKKPIQEVLTEMSNGGNFSFEVIfER---

RDLHKPIQEVIIELTKGGIRIFALDLARG---

NPODFSKPIQEVLIEMTDGGENYSFECI[EN---

l-"ll-"ll-"]

GEPER)CAVDRVEFEARGHGHEGAKHERAPATVIINSLMQVTRVAGKIfEIR] 299
GKPERCGVDRVEFEAHGLGDEAN-TEPNGRAIINSLFDVVRAGGAI[ETP| 298
GEPTEMAAVDE VEFEASGHGNQ---GERPAAVIINS IMDVTOVEGSIEETR] 307

-------- LotMvTRscCOEAYGVEVIVIEVE] 295
-------- SErMKARBDCTTAGWGSCTFI[EVA 300
-------- VKVMRABIEACHKGWGVBVVVIEVA 294

GLYVTEDPGANDAAAKIGSLSIRFIELGWAKSHS
GIYVGSDPDPVNKDAGSGRLHLDFEKMAITKSIR

FHT{EOTPVMKYNRAMOATMWDRINIAEVWWE- 363
IMT[EMAPVTNYNRHTEAILWDOMPYLSKVMN 363

GLYVTEDPGAKDADAKTGSLKIRFELGWAKAHTFVIEQTPAMTYNRNMKATLSGRAQIAKAVN- 372
--------- PDSQNLSMNPMLELSERTHKG---AIFEGFKSKDSVPKISVADFMAKKFALDPLIT- 347

--------- AESKGLTIFPEEL] IERTING~~--TFFEGWKSVDS IPKIVTDYKNKKFNLDALY'- 352
--------- ASGEETATRPFQLVTERTHKG---TAFEGHKSVES IPKIWVSEYMSKKIKVDEFVr- 346
T

VOV SLDPpAPRGY GEFDAEVPKKFVI DPHKTFSAA--~ - 398
IEVI TLDDAPDIGY AKFDK[ESPAKFV]I DPHGMLKNK - -~~~ 398
ATiISL@bAPK@!SDFDKEAAKM :wruum..K ------- 405
~HVL.PFEKINEGFDLLRSEESIRTILTF~—--=--c=n= 374
-HTLPFDKISEAFDLMNQIEKSVRTILIFGRCQEQFRILSD 391
-HSLSFDPINEAFELMHAEKSIRTVVKL-—--====~=-- 373

Fig. 3. Alignment of PFDH-Related Enzymes and Mammalian ADHs

Alignment includes sequences of PFDH (PIR: A55577),'2 P. putida formaldehyde dismutase (PFDM) (PIR: JC2516),'¥ Bacillus subtilis PFDH homologue
(BFDH) (DDBIJ: D78193),!® horse class I ADH (hEE) (PIR: A39872),!® human class II ADH (hII) (PIR: A27109),'” horse class III ADH (hIII) (PIR:
A33419) .1® Identical residues are shown against a black background and partially conserved residues are boxed. Thick lines under the sequences denote insertion
loops found in the PFDH structure.

i, ERLUTLKBHBEI VDI NITDBRVWEDT
& ) —=IVInER L, ZOREZEITAKT S NADH
BEIZFELWIESho= T72bB, Fig. 2(0)
IR EDIC, BEHE -NADT HAKIZTILTE RD

S UFAKMUZZBEBAZEL THRT 2 HIVER >
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U, B -NAD™ EERNHEAEL T<DLENI K
RET L TWSEEEZSNLE. D LN T,
PFDH 38D 7 )L 7 & RICK: BN ik B R
Tld72<, Fig. 2(C) DRILZ AT S, WHD S
[dismutase] THDEEZ NS, FIRDELDIT,
EH Y ILT b REEOE A1 % -NADH & 1K
NDFEEMIEL, NADH ORI N5 N,
TEF=IVULEDOT IV FE RTIEF2IcELS, Kk
13 E @ dismutation & 7% 5. Yanase S5IIL AT 6
formaldehyde dismutase % [f] % IC Pseudomonas
putida NS #HAE L TH D, 20 PFDH & EAMIZIL[A
HOMETHD., 2O RT3/ BESIOHFEME
M60% THdHZ EEDH T 5D (Fig.3 D
PFDM). INns3HY 712y b%/zD 1%?@
NAD"/NADH %, HE#EG TIE/RWAEEIZ
bf%@,::?/7mr4/&$%éh6%$®
—REICET 5. 20 EEE, NADT 24056 MA7R< T
bRINZHETT S, HRELSTWaF /) TaTA
COHlELTUDP- 527 h—R 4 ITEAT—F
NHD5H. ZOEERIZUDP-HF57 h—AD 460D
IKEEFE DL AR & 2T 5 IR 2 it U, ik & L
T ho24ERL, ERYREAINRZINEDES
SMITVARIERF BRIVICHE AT 2 2 & TREMRR
% it d %, 2

6. PFDH D&

70— >k U 7= PFDH |3 pBluescript @ lac 7' O

(A)

== FRICOBR LT TESITKIBE T T g
HEPIGHIENTER. D 2ZL, H#1330°C
TITOBENRH -z, I<EONTWLHZETHS
fﬂ‘, FWY ONTEMEBR L TLES LS, KDK
BTORERILTHIRERETHS. 30C, —Ht
DBEETEY INIED 30% L, % 5% PFDH
MEFETE, 20U v ML DK T 500 mg DL F Ok
% PFDH Zf#l Tx /. fWmbttzxr U —=
DT UTERER, MR Y ' A B LE
E LT, 4mg/ml NAD* FHF, RKILBGEZH
W7o /2.2 PFDH IZI35R & IC#5 S L 7= NAD/
NADH MFE/EL TW5 A, NAD* JEF(E F Tl
midE SN T, PFDH Y 712y b Y
0 2MHOMMZEEEL TWSDT, ZOHHZEF
AL, MAD 2 Wz X s s mmic ko
SAREEZBA S5 M U7z, 2 PFDH I37RE 4 BK T
2EARD2EBEALEVOIHEEZLTED, 02 &K
T LAY 7R BE SR T b 2 ISR O ADH 2 &R D fik
EIEFITR BTV, MmEEHE DN 5 R ik
L otHEE, BT ADH @ NAD* # & fEEIC 135
FELIRNW20REBEDOHFAN—TOHEETH S
(Hg3®754>x>bfkﬁfibt%%) z
DI —TF &7 F = U BROMICITRE K ERE S
y%7~7#%0,%3?/7D74/th@ﬁ
BlIZON—TNERTEBWNAEHEL TS
(Fig. 4). SRR 2 BB AL R LAY 28
ByEs A2 B LT, dismutation [ it O filt I b 4 %

(B)

Fig. 4. Space Filling Model Showing (A) PFDH and (B) Horse Liver ADH

NAD* molecules are presented in white color at the center of the enzymes. The insertion loop covering the NAD* molecule is shown in light grey.
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SN TWSKRENDH 5.

7. ZOMHOBEREEREMZF OBROBEE
AT

Rk FEBEZEZPLICZOF /a5 1 I
DNTIHRRI BTNV WD, REBICEES O
RETITD TNBZTDOMDOEEFE O ZE T < fiHIC
A LT, Wl OAEED ARSI £ TEIT
DFNRZEE A THZ N,

IR DR DM EMERERIL, TOREWN S HEFE
DIHICERETHD, INXTmMEESZ Y to—)L
Fr—t¥, FUXI LI RERAFRY T—EEH
PERERG =D > B DR AR EE L THEL TS
o BT ZEM, R AERE L LU TOREEIC
EOTCHRBITEHER T 7 75 —ThH5H I LITEND
EM&’éT%6 MAT, mERAEE L TERL
IND70ITIE, BEFEORINESRIES N/ IUL
IESYAN Y @ AR OMERIT 21T 2 &1
K0, KOMELBEEERED, HDVIEK0ILH
PR RIRMEZ AT 2BEZRHUTE S EEND
. FOBRIIEEHEORLEN SISO RE
M &I (ROSHE) OBBRZB S ML T
ZERZHDRMNBIZTTH5.

vazivy g ol a3, BiREEE WD
BHMZEET 20— ROXRTF&¥ =YLk
REZFIC< W, —F, EaZ)yINRTFF—
Yool DERERTFY —EI3EAKTIE TRH
%< OEMEERTF RORHHREICEEGT 2 Z
EDPHEEINTVWS, Oy INRTF&F&—F
ETOUNT I ) RTFY—COERTFEI/O—Z
UL, SR RS AR DA, BEFR O X R
FEERAT OFE RN S, HEBL ZBUKE T v N OEE
ET DIV T N ERRRR I E R A R
LTWAHZEZHSMNTIL R 303

8. &HVYIC

7 LREEOE NS, HEAIORSE, BEOE
HIREIZ S T 20121, Azt AIcL
7o S 5 I FEM 7R BB AR S NSRS & B S
WL TW ZENMETHD. T/, Il
GTFEFREMEIE LT, TOEMTHDEESY >N
78 DHEE 2R, f# X DNA Biffi 2 B L Tt
HEL TCOMEDOHFIEMAZFEBESETIT<HMD
FILRBED1DTHAS. —RAELFEZICEST
i e AT IR TR R 2 £E S A%, /N O EREE

ME L <L U7ZBTE, PDBIZHEIN TN D E
Br—4 2 HICHHATESXLDICRDZTTHE
NWIRIZEENRE DN BB L TW &0, &
BHHE QR S fla] & 7s < B I 7z Tk & HE
ENWOBBRERDZENTES, EZITEDIT—A
e Thd. HEDOZO— AL L =B TFDRE
MTH25NIVEOLREAF THRET S I LEMNT
LR EIIMO TREN., EFOHEEYHIZ
RasMol?® &5 7Y — DI RS ERRY 7 h &N
VAL ETHS ZENSIRE S, HNZIT®HSIC
13D % DEENSD BTN, 7T OMIfEIX 1431

BE AR, RERFEATESEY T
MEZRICBNTITONZBDOTH D, FAPFFEE
AREBBIRITOLDEDESHALHFL BT ET. £z, &
MO ZRIICHGA TWEEE X LZRIBIRD
BRIEEITLN SN U RS, AL, H
ENELZICOE OKRFERE, 4FEDTHT
DHEPLDTEITTAHIENTELDHDTHD,
HBEHOBEZERLET. I5I1T, AFFKEO I
RN R 223 A B D FRORT RIS Bid, ﬂtZ) I H P (E R
fili, ROAY T A=Y REF 2T 522 ATRD
Norman J. Oppenheimer ##% & O L R 52 T H
0, WLEHHBL BT ET. b, AHEO—ERIT
B ZERZHEEN S OBEPICLD2BDTH
0, P TEHWAEZLET.
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