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The Trend of the Drug Eruptions in the Last Fifteen Years
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The drug eruptions are known to often become more severe by the readministration of causative drugs. It is an im-
portant theme to prevent the relapse of the drug eruptions. We have been monitoring drug adverse reactions at our
hospital since October, 1980. We divided fifteen years from October, 1980 to September, 1995 into three periods; the
first period (Oct., 1980-Sep. 1985), the second period (Oct., 1985-Sep., 1990), and the third period (Oct., 1990-Sep.,
1995), and discussed the trend of the drug eruptions appeared among these three periods. The number of the drug erup-
tions increased. But the proportion to the total drug adverse reactions and to the number of patients slightly decreased.
The eruptions in women much increased and in the patients of forties or older generations also increased. But in patients
of thirties or younger generations decreased. While nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) other than pyrines,
antibiotics other than penicillins and cephalosporins and drugs affecting the cardiovascular system and the metabolism
tend to increase, pyrines, penicillins, iodic and biliary contrast media tend to decrease. The incubation period before the
eruption appeared is less than three days in most antibiotics and anti-inflammatory drugs. But it is more than four days
in most drugs for chronic diseases. Other symptoms such as nausea, fever and liver dysfunction were shown in 9.2% of
the drug eruptions. In 8.9% of the drug eruptions a relapse of allergic reactions included eruptions were also found. In
some cases the drug eruptions exacerbate by re-administration of f-lactam antibiotics. In the case of administration of
drugs, it is necessary to pay attention to dermatitis caused by the drugs. And we recognized the importance of the system
for the prevention of the relapse of drug eruptions including injections.
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Fig. 1. The Number of Patients, Cases of the Drug Eruptions and the Adverse Effects
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Table 1. The Percentage of the Effect of the Drng Eruptions during the Three Periods

First period

Second period Third period

Penicillins 30
Cephalosporins 28
Antibiotics qther than Penicillins and 1
Cephalosporins

Pyrines 16
Salicylates 9
NSAIDs other than salicylates and Pyrines 11
Ionic contrast medium 16
Non ionic contrast medium 0
Biliary contrast medium 9
Calcium channel blockers 1
The drugs affeqting cardiovascular system 4
other than calcium channel blockers
Gastrointestinal drugs 5
Anticonvulsants 4
DMARDs 4
Hormones 3
Anticancer drugs 0
Drugs affecting metabolism 5
Others 13

17.8% 23 10.4% 36 10.9%
16.6% 41 18.6% 47 14.2%
6.5% 21 9.5% 38 11.5%
9.5% 4 1.8% 9 2.7%
5.3% 6 2.7% 15 4.5%
6.5% 25 11.3% 34 10.3%
9.5% 19 8.6% 13 3.9%

0% 3 1.4% 17 5.2%
5.3% 1 0.5% 0 0%
0.6% 3 1.4% 12 3.6%
2.4% 8 3.6% 14 4.2%
3.0% 14 6.3% 16 4.8%
2.4% 7 3.2% 7 2.1%
2.4% 6 2.7% 3 0.9%
1.8% 6 2.7% 7 2.1%

0% 6 2.7% 2 0.6%
3.0% 9 4.1% 18 5.5%
7.7% 19 8.6% 42 12.7%
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Fig. 2. Number of Cases of the Drug Eruptions and the Adverse Effects among Various Age Group

Table 2. Number of Cases of the Drug Eruptions in 0~39 Years Old and 40~99 Years Old

First period Second period Third period
0-39 40-99 0-39 40-99 0-39 40-99
years old years old years old years old years old years old

Penicillins 18 12 12 11 17 19
Cephalosporins 16 12 11 30 17 30
éélrt)ﬁ);f)ot;;so?itglser than Penicillins and 7 4 7 14 13 25
Pyrines 12 4 1 3 2 7
Salicylates 7 2 2 4 3 12
NSAIDs other than salicylates and Pyrines 4 7 11 14 6 28
Ionic contrast medium 6 10 8 11 7 6
Non ionic contrast medium 0 0 0 3 2 15
Biliary contrast medium 2 7 0 1 0 0
Calcium channel blockers 0 1 0 3 1 11
The drugs aﬁeqting cardiovascular system 1 3 0 8 0 14
other than calcium channel blockers

Gastrointestinal drugs 2 3 3 11 2 14
Anticonvulsants 2 2 1 6 2 5
DMARDs 1 3 1 5 0 3
Hormones 3 0 1 5 0 7
Anticancer drugs 0 0 1 5 0

Drugs affecting metabolism 0 5 2 7 3 15
Others 3 10 1 13 13 29
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Table 3. Number of Cases of the Drug Eruptions in Men and Women

First period Second period Third period
males females males females males females

Penicillins 13 17 10 13 13 23
Cephalosporins 15 13 18 23 18 29
éélrt)i}gf)ot;;sogit;lser than Penicillins and 5 6 8 13 16 20
Pyrines 7 9 0 4 5
Salicylates 3 6 1 5 10
NSAIDs other than salicylates and Pyrines 7 6 19 15 19
Ionic contrast medium 11 5 9 10 8 5
Non ionic contrast medium 0 1 2 8 9
Biliary contrast medium 3 6 0 1 0 0
Calcium channel blockers 0 3 0 4 8
The drugs aﬁeqting cardiovascular system 1 3 4 4 8 6
other than calcium channel blockers
Gastrointestinal drugs 1 4 7 7 10 6
Anticonvulsants 1 3 4 3 4 3
DMARDs 3 1 2 4 0 3
Hormones 1 2 0 6 3 4
Anticancer drugs 0 0 4 2 1 1
Drugs affecting metabolism 4 1 5 4 9 9
Others 6 7 11 8 17 25
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Fig. 3. The Incubation Period till the Drug Eruptions Occurred
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