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A project ‘“‘Cooperative research and educational center for breeding and standardization of medicinal plants and
drug development between Japan and China’’ was launched in 2006 with the support of National Natural Science Foun-
dation of China (NSFC) and Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS). The project focuses on medicinal
plants that are important sources of traditional medicines and modern drugs. Many of these plants exist in Asian coun-
tries and have been utilized in health care to maintain quality of life. Recently, the short supply of some important
medicinal plants, like Glycyrrhiza sp. and Ephedra sp. has become an issue in Japan and China. We believe that cooper-
ative research by many specialist researchers is a prerequisite for overcoming this problem and for establishing a supply
of these resources with their highly added values. Furthermore, with our group’s participating researchers utilizing state-

of-the-art drug evaluation methods in pharmacological and pharmacutical sciences, the development of new drugs and
treatment candidates using the collaborative resources of this project, which include distinguished natural chemists, is
anticipated. Another important aim of the project is to foster young scientists. In the project, we are encouraging them
to continue their studies to produce new findings regarding traditional medicines and drug development.
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Fig. 1. Outline of Breeding Medicinal Plants with High Yielding Natural Products
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al Products to Improve the Characteristics of Medicinal
Plants
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Table 1. Seminars and Symposia Supported by the JSPS Asia Core Project

M e H % it b4 1 I\ )2

1 2007, Jun. 27-30 JUNKRZE (FE kD) YOTATRWAIZS ORI T L

2 2007, Oct. 16-17 NI AT RA (EIF) Asian Symposium for Pharmaceutical Science in JSPS Asia Core
Program

3 2007, Oct. 28-Nov. 1 BIEEyRSRERE (B0 HEEOEAELITRE T 2 Mt

4 2007, Nov. 15 BRKFE @R HHE@T L RO L

5 2007, Dec. 3—4 azr—r (F1) The 2nd Thai International Conference-Traditional Medicine and
Natural Products

6 2007, Dec. 22 NI ZTVIRA (KIR) PRRED DRI LA AR

7 2008, Jan. 28 Rt (HE) R ORE EEBRR a8 &

8 2008, Feb. 18-22 E N HEEEFE () TW-IP Chinese Medicine Symposium
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Fig. 4. The Achievements and Aims of this Project
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