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Chemicals act on biological molecules and affect their functions. DNA is one of the most important targets, damag-
ing of which could lead to diverse diseases including cancer. The mode of action of chemicals to DNA contains chemical
reaction and protein factor-mediated modulation of the function. In this review, these actions are described in view of
effects of chemicals on DNA. First, oxidative damage of DNA is described in several cases of chemicals focusing on its
mechanisms involving metals such as copper. We have demonstrated: DNA binding of copper ions prior to reduction-
oxidation reaction is crucial for the damaging, probably due to the proximal attack of reactive oxygen species; reduction
of the bound copper induces a conformational change of DNA strand through rearrangement of copper-coordination
geometry; RNA, another nucleic acid, is more liable to oxidative damage than DNA. Impact of RNA damage on oxida-
tive stress-related diseases is discussed. Second, a group of chemicals called endocrine disruptors is described. Phthalate
esters are ubiquitous endocrine disruptors of which mechanisms are still elusive. Here, we present our research per-
formed for elucidation of the active metabolite and molecular target. Novel candidates of active metabolite are suggest-
ed. Finally, toxicological activity dynamics are described, showing several chemicals exert toxic potential by structural
alteration in the environment, metabolism, or both. These imply gene-environment interactions that would underlie
various diseases induced by environmental chemicals.
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Fig. 1. Effects of Environmental Chemicals on Nucleic Acids and Gene Expression
Two actions toward DNA are indicated; metal-catalyzed oxidative and/or conformational damage and transcription disturbance via nuclear receptors. These
actions on the structure and function of DNA disrupt regulation of gene expression, leading to various diseases.

LW OREEITRE & OMAIEMICE > THix
Wi ELBDo> TN, TDEE, HEDEIITHEN
HLWERZEETHZENH S, 25 LEEBEN
IRIETED S B, RICEETFANDIEMZRT izt
FWE DEHERT

2. BLRFORLEHELEROHE  B-FIE
HtFmE

FENAMERA SN TN DL EWME D% < IE DNA
HEAOKEIEZE L THBY, T ORI A
MIELSBRERINBWES, ZRELTEESN
%, —F, WMEOBLEMIZILLILREABH SN
TWa, BIbZ77=13, P ho oI TRITSF
ZOEBHEEAMNERRTE D720, BE - HEHOK
WFIDANEERLTLESDZENHB.D 2h b
DL DNA X, (IR R & 3 SE 225 A
MERBFD 1 DICi>TnWb EEZLNS. D
OB FEDLEWE I, BRI EWIEHE
B Sz A U OB - U RO U 2
SIER Y. BOBAEZRTIFHMEDNL SHH
COKEFICEOIERLTWS Z &R T 5 E
BTN,

f2 (LAY DNA 85070 THEEICB VT, kY
B LeROBOMBLEILZIED & SHAEMNE
BTh5. EBEE (Brl) S@ERIKkIFREDK
ITCHETHE ROFIINT P HINIIEEICTHRN T,
DNA 3 FOH 5P LM E2HRELES. &5
N, Sz bkEELFES TS E, #HiL TR
2577 ZNRRNICERCEEGE I NS, Z0H
H&LUTHA A > oy 7 Z 2 HEANOBMMED
S Vo T EE FH R SRR TR AL O DNA @ X #
MEMHTIC X DRI N TWED, BN ER
WX BRI IR o 2.3 bivbiig, EENEH
WCRT B F > OEf T 7 = 2 AR RN
DNA ft& %, fllREHEZAWTHEIELZ. Y £/,

AR FIRE GG B LT E UM
fPREIR) B, AEEKF - 25N
TR E (B SEEEERIERE)ICT,
B 7o AR & mRNA 13 5 o BF 5%
THLEEE (B4, 2002 4F). F4E
K OEBFE. EBEmEN S BREEE
LRI 2R, B (b¥hE)
CBETFEOHEER 2F—7—R
25— AT,



No. 12

1503

DNA IZ#5E L A D81 F > 2MbEmE & DK
I Tl 12 E IC S 15 BRIZ DNA SE DRI G 9T A
T2 EHRVWHEL TS, Y DNA OEERM (B
WY D ERER)  BEREAYIREE (R DBl AL 1
DEALICE DB L, SEAMEREKICEANED
Tl EEZALNDS. ZOXDREERERIZES
DNA Y AHE DT, &8 OB IEEHEEOIERE
KO 1 DELTHEREHZRZLTVWS EEDN
2.

B OBIL & 5 WITHEE 728 51E, DNA/
RNA ZREETHIHABKIGICEETLHEEZS
N5, bNHLIUIZE DK% in vitro §55 « IR
2T LEFIHUTHAT S Z L 2lA7. ZORT
W, BRECHROMICBESZHFEATSIET
DNA & RNA Z2XHILDODEBMICHEEL, £h
TNOEETRBEE (BE, W) ~OFE8z#E
BICEHET 2 2 ENTES, TNHDERITBNT,
RNA |2 DNA K D35 NICE WL R N L A M5
MZ2RL, mRNABEICERT S5 >N\ ED%H
BENEEOK TONEEINE. TIVYNA X —IF
RN—F 2V D D WIS RIRER & O RRE
BITIE, EERWERIONA R ORER TN ET
HENODNTVWS. BIEARLRIZXKD SRy >
INTEDNBCEEG EZ T 50,9 FEEDEENR
BE L AYHA & AR Y N IR E S N T WS
W, 78 ZZT, RNADEALA ML AR EEE DR
MaTERoTWEERBASNRWVWEADN?
LR DO MR E D BERMNITER L RNA 12 h &
DGR, 210 BB IR S >N B O HEE
B REY DNV EOERBMRIEICHEG T2 &7
LHEOFERFHRFIL, D LA N L Z A RNA
BEZEN L CRERRZSISEZTEVWS 2T
FEFELISRW,

3. BARBREENLICECFREOHLI: A
IHEL(ESHE

YRR DL MBI IERE TR T E &, &
SHEERIERT 2B ZREBTH5BOIEM T T
FU—ELTHHTH®S. Y ARMEY ZBDRE X 72
FEWI N S - BEERE SN EBEWITDONTI A
~os > Z iR (ER) 72 EDBNZERANDIER
WEEEZAZ)—Z 27 Ll A, BEMIRELT
A4 ROoFIH¥EFT I 2CIEHTSE
Wi Z R IILamN RV E Nz, 1219 ER NOD

OB 2RI LAYICmT 2ED 1 D7
T/ —IIEDOKEETH 20, ERICKHG LA
MW7 IZARNETY A TZARDEE S DOEHZ
RINIELOREBIZEL > TEDL>TL 5. —i
12, 7 /IR HEE D S 2Rl - AL I B
OHKEREZETZ2HONEWRESEHMMEZRT
0, TOBUKENT L ZIVENT T ZI)VHEMNT XS
TIHEMNDOEEDHZVET7IZA S - 72T b
MWEL=Z&EE, ERUTY ROFHA > on]¥H
TEEL I ZRLTNS,

T I AFy Z BT & )V T A T )VIEREE NN
KB EOZZATINTIVFINEELNE ) TAT
K ETR D, ZORE, ROSEIZY IV I —)V I
E9 2 ETATIVHIENREGS., Zhick->
THEUZIEAHET I FIARO—EHDOHEATDE DF
BRZEARL ER{EFERICDOWTHRZEZ A,
ER B ITIIM A D7 IVF IV DRFERMNEDHITKE
WHDEWIEMEZ /R LU 72D, BEIEHELICIER 5O
TIVFINDORBZBENIUNTHLBLENH .19
Z DREFIIWER DX PR T I F VRN D T O E IR T
BROEWEEEZRTZEEFET S, £ ZOWE
X, NOWEELE 2, T ORERRMICX N2
BARY T > B OMERFRBITFRIHTE 5 2 L 2R
LTnw53,

THINEETZT )V D E ORE#IZIT ER NO#H
MMENFEAERL, Y —RITEZENRLZERIVE
EROWEEMIIEEINTWS, £, 7Y IVE
T ATFIVISHE BEHENE 2 EOFBEN RV E MR 2R
I, 7 ROF CRZFERITIIMER LRV, 19 X)L
F ¥ — ABEERINEEZ AR (PPAR) O il
TFiZH2aL AT 00— )VIRHBE R OFEBITER L
Ty > ROy > EREHRILT 2 EZEZNTVS
23,17 KB OF OFMIZB S 0T/ > Tnis
W, 7IINBEIATIVOBEAKIIE S TATIVEK
EINTVWBEMN, B KRENRTIINBEIATIVTH
575N ITFIANF ) (DEHP) BFEFEEKD
RHicid, £/ T A7)k (MEHP) & &HITE
DT INF I KRN Z <M EN%. 19 22T,
ZOT7IFIAKEILE /S TAT)VER (MEHP-OH)
@ PPAR NOEH %, EEIEHICKTFEHEET S
KO BBINEIMEIBECTY I AN - 7240
ZARNEEIZDWTEE L. 20 ko E» 5
PPARe "NDOERAMNTHEINEE /) T X T IVIK



1504

Vol. 129 (2009)

MEHP (213G SN A S N2> 7z, PPARy NDE
HAiZdbok2EnS, MY T5A TITX5HIHD Y
OZAN—=UMNEZSN5. [EROWFTLHHMINLZ >
TNWBHDIZHL, bhbnoFERTIZYa>ESF >
ke NTEZEHANWE invitro REFHWVWTNWD,
L7=7h> T, MEHP I3MiflaNTE 5IZiEEILE N
T PPAR IZ/EHI I S AIEEMEDNH D, T IV FILIKEE
{tf&£ MEHP-OH 732 DG K Tl 7z Wi & TS
N, UL, EBOKEE, MEHP-OH i3 PPAR
EiIEHE Uo7z, NWEKHU T > RESINSIRE
& PPAR OEGKROREMRFT NS, KD AV R
SIVENERICEBEEE Z 5N, W FAKEOMEE R
D MEHP-OH BALACEH D) DIE I DN TH B DM
SIS,

4. T - KRICET 22 MEDFEMEE
L2EMEL, 2N 5 DFET S2REOCWENSD 5
WAL R D, H—SEREEZD.
L7=-> 7T, 2OEEORMEICIE, #EoE (I
IFAF IV I RBRIEEOWHEZEETIHLENH
5. Xz, TOLEHAENSOMERITI-T, #Hil
WHEMERBEEFNHONCRD I E BB TES.
TS AFy ZuHEID T Z VBT ZTIVE, K&
& B WISKEBIZIA < IEH L THB D, 2 [HEMIZKE
HIZET L EINTWD, JERIITK D RINE, KRN
HTRIEFEAEREESRNWIDB#ES L DEIEEZ
TEMDY, JHZNVEBIATINTIEXREEROD
KL E 2.2 22X D ER NDOEWHEEHE
Ptz L, BRIV E S RIEEZ R T X
DI85, THINVETZATIVOLMHRILVE S ARE
FICERIZBEG LANEINTNWSA, D ZONER
KL EEET 2 &, EERANDFEDON 5MT
ER 2N L/=EFTh 5 alEED & 5.
LIVERIEI N 7 = ) %, BEETIEDOE
R & UTAKATREICHER TN, KEOEERA
DEEBENREZIND. 29 BRI IR ZTINT S
OHBALKIEZER Z LT <, TOREERT S
BR/KEBBIENXY 7 2/ I3 ERICERA L ZERILE
CRRIER ZRT. 2D

SHETE MR OB B AE g ) —IV 7 =/ —
JE, WNAIEELYE & U TRINCE DR E 2 2\
7o, 7x /=) MKEEEEL, ER{EME(CIERM
ROLND, ZOYEBEEFTRELICIS5EIN
LIRWNEE I ND 720, FRIVEREICL B1EED

B DOWTHRFLZE A, HizkiEHEEL T
DNA EHEENERNZ. 2 2 DD OERKBILICX
DESL N7 3—)VED, #kE0REE DR
LB ICR 2 U CiE R % A sk L DNA %48
59 5.
RIFRIAFIVINT XX, ALBER 72 SR
AEINTWD, RIVRBEIC XKD R FMEICY R
K=Y ZAZBERITIENMBEINMEEL /-
. bhbhul, ZOHZORKNRIGEHEREL )
EHAEA DX LZHENI L. 30 KEICEBRAS
NIZAFIINT XL, FTREAREICI D ERK
bz, RIEEHBOIAT I —EIckD A
FIVITATIVIIKRMEENTT O M TF 2 &
720 DNA HEGIE M EFHET 5.
IFIRE L, BENEFIBEHR A/ £ 12
NHEINTWD, BMERICEDENATREEDH
LY EINTNWDAY, Ames i B Tl3Zs B2 JH
HaERI N, DNONOWET IV —T13, KBt
TR VAU 2#E e, 30 &2 WITEERNIRER
KELIZEDAELBNI XIIHI NI DA — )R
7N DNA BEER Z/RT ZEZHSNITL 2.2

5. &HYIC

EMICE > TIREES T ThHD DNA L, filzo
HUL TRED OLRE - BEEMBICTFoN D DERE
KERICZ TINS5, Lnrl, ZODNA LW A
EBHSEZZOMA - EERSHDRED STl L T
WHEETERWN, IT4bb, MFEOMIZIE HERT
—BRE MEER nAasnd, EMRbFEN LA
U CEREHBFME ORI, AmhELick
> TED EF CEZNREORFITHN TEANT
EHLTLESHDOHD D, N5 DTN W
BEMEREEIEINTVWS, 25 LEHSLOER
Wr ORI, FEFNR AR EL TET TR
<, BT BAEMAT 2T LD EY A BRI I
HORND, BN EMBEROMMICERT 5.
ERT OLR RSB L TR OBEELOMERIC KT %
X, BOARHNPUMEELICE E S0, Bl 2T,
EEHEIZY >N 7Ed— REHE T TR />
d—F 1 > RNA OARRICHIERA L, T OREZEH
5B %y T — 27 OHIEEEZHILT 52 & T
4 BEREETLZEEZOGND. £/, BRHE
FIFFLE R E DR MR BT 5 ATREME DY &
5.9 SEHEN L&D Rt FME OB T NDF



No. 12

1505

BIZET 207 L NIV OIEREF OWIFENR, (L4
"z L a r—IRE R AIEH ORI~ D —i)
ERNEFENTH 5.

B AWORERUVUZOMAEEZONDH
HEBRS TR EZEICHD, BWMKFEEE
AL BRI B W TRIACIRE 2 B0 X L/-
INEARREARICHE# N2 U E T, AR TR L 720
ZIiE, Z<OMAEBEFENED> TWET
EEOARIE I ZIWCET DI TEEEAAN,
S5OEBES LTIRVWTNOREDESNEHEAT
L7z, £z, W DO ORI MbFFE = & 3 [F T T
ONELE. BBRESMITE#HNZUET.

REFERENCES

1) Cheng K. C., Cahill D. S., Kasai H., Nishi-
haraS.,Loeb L. A., J. Biol. Chem., 267, 166—
172 (1992).

2) Midorikawa K., Kawanishi S., FEBS Lett.,
495, 187-190 (2001).

3) Kagawa T. F., Geierstanger B. H., Wang A.
H.-J., Ho P. S., J. Biol. Chem., 266, 20175—
20184 (1991).

4) Sugiyama H., Saito 1., J. Am. Chem. Soc.,
118, 7063-7068 (1996).

5) Ando M., Ueda K., Makino R., Nishino Y.,
Nishida H., Toda C., Okamoto Y., Kojima
N., J. Health Sci., 55, 319-323 (2009) .

6) Sayre L. M., Perry G., Smith M. A., Chem.
Res. Toxicol., 21, 172-188 (2008) .

7) Castegna A., Aksenov M., Thongboonkerd
V., Klein J. B., Pierce W. M., Booze R., Mar-
kesbery W. R., Butterfield D. A., J. Neu-
rochem., 82, 1524-1532 (2002).

8) Zhang J., Goodlett D. R., Mol. Neurobiol.,
29, 271-288 (2004) .

9) Nunomura A., Honda K., Takeda A., Hirai
K., Zhu X., Smith M. A., Perry G., J.
Biomed. Biotechnol., 2006, 1-6 (2006) .

10) Nishioka N., Arnold S. E., Am. J. Geriatr.
Psychiatry, 12, 167-175 (2004) .

11) Irvine G. B., El-Agnaf O. M., Shankar G. M.,
Walsh D. M., Mol. Med., 14, 451-64 (2008) .

12) Okamoto Y., Suzuki A., Ueda K., Ito C.,
Itoigawa M., Furukawa H., Nishihara T.,
Kojima N., J. Health Sci., 52, 186-191
(2006) .

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

Ito C., Itoigawa M., Kumagaya M., Okamoto
Y., Ueda K., Nishihara T., Kojima N.,
Furukawa H., J. Nat. Prod., 96, 138-141
(2006) .

Kusu R., Toda C., Okamoto Y., Tozuka Y.,
Ueda K., Kojima N., Environ. Toxicol. Phar-
macol., 24, 311-315 (2007).

Okamoto Y., Okajima K., Toda C., Ueda K.,
Hashizume K., Itoh K., Kojima N., J. Health
Sci., 50, 556-560 (2004) .

Takeuchi S., Iida M., Kobayashi S., Jin K.,
Matsuda T., Kojima H., Toxicology, 210, 223
—233 (2005) .

Borch J., Metzdorff S. B., Vinggaard A. M.,
Brokken L., Dalgaard M., Toxicology, 223,
144-155 (2006) .

Nabae K., Doi Y., Takahashi S., Ichihara T.,
Toda C., Ueda K., Okamoto Y., Kojima N.,
Tamano S., Shirai T., Reprod. Toxicol., 22,
411-417 (2006) .

Barr D. B., Silva M. J., Kato K., Reidy J. A.,
Malek N. A., Hurtz D., Sadowski M., Need-
ham L. L., Calafat A. M., Environ. Health
Perspect., 111, 1148-1151 (2003) .

Kusu R., Oishi A., Hashizume K., Ueda K.,
Kojima N., Toxicol. In Vitro, 22, 1534-1538
(2008) .

Xu H. E., Lambert M. H., Montana V. G.,
Parks D. J., Blanchard S. G., Brown P. J.,
Sternbach D. D., Lehmann J. M., Wisely G.
B., Willson T. M., Kliewer S. A., Milburn M.
V., Mol. Cell, 3, 397-403 (1999).
Hashizume K., Nanya J., Toda C., Yasui T.,
Nagano H., Kojima N., Biol. Pharm. Bull.,
25, 209214 (2002).

Okamoto Y., Hayashi T., Toda C., Ueda K.,
Hashizume K., Itoh K., Nishikawa J., Nishi-
hara T., Kojima N., Chemosphere, 64, 1785—
1792 (2006) .

Toda C., Okamoto Y., Ueda K., Hashizume
K., Itoh K., Kojima N., Arch. Biochem.
Biophys., 431, 16-21 (2004) .

Moore N., Reprod. Toxicol., 14, 183-192
(2000) .

Pojana G., Bonfa A., Busetti F., Collarin A.,
Marcomini A., Environ. Toxicol. Chem., 23,
1874-1880 (2004) .

Hayashi T., Okamoto Y., Ueda K., Kojima
N., Toxicol. Lett., 167, 1-7 (2006) .



1506

Vol. 129 (2009)

28)

29)

30)

31)

Okamoto Y., Hayashi T., Matsunami S.,
Ueda K., Toda C., Kawanishi S., Kojima N.,
J. Health Sci., 52, 91-95 (2006) .

Handa O., Kokura S., Adachi S., Takagi T.,
Naito Y., Tanigawa T., Yoshida N., Yoshika-
wa T., Toxicology, 227, 62-72 (2006) .
Okamoto Y., Hayashi T., Matsunami S.,
Ueda K., Kojima N., Chem. Res. Toxicol., 21,
1594-1599 (2008) .

Toda C., Uchida T., Midorikawa K., Murata

32)

33)

M., Hiraku Y., Okamoto Y., Ueda K., Koji-
ma N., Kawanishi S., Biochem. Biophys. Res.
Commun., 304, 638—642 (2003).
Midorikawa K., Uchida T., Okamoto Y.,
Toda C., Sakai Y., Ueda K., Hiraku Y.,
Murata M., Kawanishi S., Kojima N., Chem.
Biol. Interact., 150, 271-281 (2004).
Alberini C. M., Neurobiol. Learn. Mem., 89,
234-246 (2008).



