YAKUGAKU ZASSHI 126(2) 67—81 (2006) © 2006 The Pharmaceutical Society of Japan 67

—Reviews—

NEMNTE/ A RRBERIVN L E—TF 73 RE2-TF7F /ML )OI
FIN R

Endogenous Cannabinoid Receptor Ligands—Anandamide and 2-Arachidonoylglycerol
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Marijuana has been used as a traditional medicine and a pleasure-inducing drug for thousands of years around the
world, especially in Asia. A°-Tetrahydrocannabinol, major psychoactive component of marijuana, has been shown to
interact with specific cannabinoid receptors, thereby eliciting a variety of pharmacological responses in experimental
animals and human. In 1990, the gene encoding a cannabinoid receptor (CB1) was cloned. This prompted the search for
endogenous ligands. In 1992, N-arachidonoylethanolamine (anandamide) was isolated from pig brain as an endogenous
ligand, and in 1995, 2-arachidonoylglycerol was isolated from rat brain and canine gut as another endogenous ligand.
Both anandamide and 2-arachidonoylglycerol exhibit various cannabimimetic activities. The results of structure-activity
relationship experiments, however, revealed that 2-arachidonoylglycerol, but not anandamide, is the intrinsic natural
ligand for the cannabinoid receptor. 2-Arachidonoylglycerol is a degradation product of inositol phospholipids that
links the function of the cannabinoid receptors with the enhanced inositol phospholipid turnover in stimulated tissues
and cells. The possible physiological roles of cannabinoid receptors and 2-arachidonoylglycerol in various mammalian
tissues such as those of the nervous and inflammatory cells are demonstrated. Furthermore, the future development of
therapeutic drugs coming from this endocannabinoid system are discussed.
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Fig. 1. Chemical Structures of 4°-THC, Anandamide and 2-Arachidonoylglycerol
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Table 1. Fatty Acid Composition of N-Acylethanolamine and N-Acyl Moiety of N-AcylPtdEtn

from Rat Brain

Composition of

Acyl moiety N-Acylethanolamine

N-AcylPtdEtn

pmol/g wet mass

14:0 6.3+ 1.4
16 : 0 302.5+ 33.3
16 : In-7 5.5 14
18:0 1156.7t 27.7
18 : 1n-7 75.2+ 13.3
18 : 1n-9 73.1£ 44.1
18 : 2n-6 4.6+ 1.4
20 : 4n-6 43+ 1.1
22 :6n-3 6.1 0.6
Others 4.1+ 2.4
Total 597.3+104.4

%

pmol/g wet mass

%

1.1+0.2 54.6+ 14.7 0.5+ 0.1
50.6+5.6 8407.9+2051.2 69.61+17.0
0.9+0.2 1549+ 43.1 1.3+ 0.4
19.4+4.6 1475.6 = 399.3 12.2+ 3.3
12.6+2.2 974.4+ 301.0 8.1+ 2.5
12.2+7.4 823.5+ 318.4 6.8t 2.6
0.8+0.2 93.3+ 38.0 0.8+ 0.3
0.7%+0.2 50.2+ 27.8 0.4+ 0.2
1.0+0.1 25.8+ 12.8 0.2+ 0.1
0.7+0.4 11.6t 10.0 0.1+ 0.1
100 12071.8£3143.4 100

N-Acylethanolamine and N-acylPtdEtn were obtained from rat brains. The data are the means of four determina-

tions.
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Fig. 3. Effects of WIN 552122 and 2-AG on [Ca?*]; in
NG108-15 Cells, which Express the CBI Receptor
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Fig. 4. Effects of 2-AG (A), Anandamide (B), 4°-THC (C) and Arachidonic Acid (D) on [Ca?*]; in NG108-15 Cells, which Ex-

press the CBI Receptor

Table 2. Structural Requirements for the CB1 Receptor

Acyl moiety 20 : 4(n-6) > 20 : 3(n-9) >20 : 5(n-3)

>20 : 3(n-6) >20 : 3(n-3) =22 : 4(n-6)
Bond Ester >ether >amide
Backbone Glycerol>ethyleneglycol > 1,3-propanediol
Position 2-isomer >1 (3) -isomer

ZEMHSNER ST, EREBEOY T7F R BRI
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IHREPEYNIE G L TWiRWZ EMnns. £i=, 2-
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Fig. 7. A Possible Regulatory Role of 2-AG in Neurotransmission
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Fig. 8. A Possible Physiological Role of 2-AG and CB2 Receptor in Inflammatory Reaction
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Fig. 9. Chemical Structures of the Synthetic Compounds Acting on the Endocannabinoid System



No. 2

79

AEEMEDVRIE I N T VWS, I 51T, BEREWEEY
ELT, 7FHHIRBAFTE A RZERELSN
WHNZOA RZEEDOU T > RELTIERT S Z
ET, Y7FHIRENTHA > ONZOA1 R
BIRUA > R) OmMFBICEMOBEZEZET 2T IVT
7 =)V (Fig. 9) MERI N, ZHEWMZBERD
TAZZARELTEKNT T U w RIEEHTH O,
S, PIRE, PUKER 2R, 0

6T, EROEDSN TS H D 1 DDMHEEIL
FAAH O XS5BT RAFE ) A RREEHED
HEAHERHTH D, invivo THEZREIRD
FAAH [HEFIN#E SN TS (URB5S97, OL135)
(Fig. 9). N-7 VLY ) —=)V7 2 VI3EEKNICH
W B Z TR0 0 i T ischemia % 48 U X & /= R #E
D EEFEENLE, INNEERBEHNZREZ L T
HEEHONTHED, D ZDH %% FAAH [HEH %
FAWTHEEKNOL RA2FE A ROBEE %N
I, BESHRENFETLIHOTHS. HWERD
RS, BMERE, TA A, ZFRMEEE,
IN—=F >V ¥R, PRI EITHT 2REXRELTO
AEEEDREI I N T WS, £, TKKOATFEDOT
F I REEDIITFOEEICEAEL T2 LN
SHEBMAE. —, IheEFEEINEZN-TI
I5)—=IVT7INETF I ROATIERL, N\
WMWY =N TIRE HFE/AR
SRERIEALBEVNHDHEEENTED, Ih
SITEES L TOEBERNEZ 5N TS,
1. &HYIC
NFE)A RZEEKRD 1 DR 70— r3n
DN 1990 F, WENS FTEEMOIETHS
m, TNLkAFE A RZFRIKEZ RO F
/A1 ROSTFENHFRIZEREL VWS ONH 5.
ODINONDOWHEZE TIEBHERLCRIEE O @ Ez =
DEET—IELTELD, PAFPLLPALREDE
HIEHEEE OWRDRINT2- 7 IF R /AT
toO—J)lEVnSH LWIORACFE 1 RE2HA
U, ENLkAYEZP.LEL TR ZIT>TE
7=. BT Devane 5Tk > TRWHENZTF >
FIRFAFE/ A ROEDOUH > REFFND
FNWZEHHHOT, 2-7I7F R /AT kO—
WVOWFRE, ZBERIT > RELUTIEFAICHEEL
7o, FRIZ, APBEIRRKEORE VI —T LDk
EIBFZ21C & D AR U 7= retrograde signaling {2 B 5

BWMETHDZENHEELZZ EIIRERBERETH
0, AHFNRMNSBEBELRHANATHLEEZS
NTWa, INhsOMEOERE LTI, AH -
AL RO S O, FEHEZEWICHEKD D HD, K
RREOBENDDHD, FRTESOEFEL WG >
FE /A RBIEL AT K B ER G DOBFE R &£k
WKES THIHFINTWS, BTN F 2 b UK,
IN—F 2V IR, TIVYNA =R EBEI WA
FEMNIRWREICH U TR I N5 ATREESHI T &
T ERBHRFELTREI>INLNWIETHS. £
=, bhbho V) — 7 THIENEAL TS CB2
ZRRERIE « REBEHE OB TIEH L WEZHIC
FEDOWRIE - B OEDORBEN IR N T
2.

X/, T E A RSEENIME R EHRIC
BWTRASNOEERLGREFH ZH L TWHEEINT
B0, ZOHENSGBEEZORIELETDOIND
Hnzn, bRBHZhbnbid b b oIE N
M5 CBl ZFAmRNA £ 2-75F KR/
to—)LZEFEEL TS, &

ek, e/ A REELEMEERELELT
ANz &EEE, o d, IRBREORHIERZEE
L TRBshkhok, TORAFE/ AR
WKOWTIRZOLENR<HFETELZEIIRER
advantage TH>d EEZHND.

INMEDMETHFE A RZRIKREZDN
VT > BOAHMERNKIDFEL <MHIEN,
FEZNDHEOHBANEEN > TS T EZRHS
TIEERWN,

BB, AT AV E ORI 2 8%,
FEA R SEGEAT, B IORRBUSIKE, LRMRKUIER
DL bDTHD, ZZITESEMNZL
¥9.

REFERENCES

1) Yamamoto I., ““Taima No Bunka To Kaga-
ku,”” Hirokawa Shoten, 2001.

2) Gaoni Y., Mechoulum R., J. Am. Chem.
Soc., 86, 1646-1647 (1964).

3) Devane W. A., Dysarz III F. A., Johnson M.
R., Melvin L. S., Howlett A. C., Mol. Phar-
macol., 34, 605613 (1988).

4) MatsudaL. A., Lolait S. J., Brownstein M. J.,
Young A. C., Bonner T. 1., Nature, 346, 561—



80

Vol. 126 (2006)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

564 (1990).

Munro S., Thomas K. L., Abu-Shaar M., Na-
ture, 365, 61-65 (1993).

Devane W. A., Hanus L., Breuer A., Pertwee
R. G., Stevenson L. A., Griffin G., Gibson D.,
Mandelbaum A., Etinger A., Mechoulum R.,
Science, 258, 1946-1949 (1992).

Sugiura T., Kondo S., Sukagawa A., Nakane
S., Shinoda A., Itoh K., Yamashita A., Waku
K., Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun., 215,
89-97 (1995).

Mechoulum R., Ben-Shabat S., Hanus L.,
Ligumsky M., Kaminski N. E., Schatz A. R.,
Gopher A., Almog S., Martin B. R., Compton
D. R., Pertwee R. G., Griffin G., Bayewitch
M., Barg J., Vogel Z., Biochem. Pharmacol.,
50, 83-90 (1995).

Wartmann M., Campbell D., Subramanian
A., Burnstein S. H., Davis R. J., FEBS Lett.,
359, 133-136 (1995).

Stella N., Schweitzer P., Piomelli D., Nature,
388, 773-778 (1997).

Zimmer A., Zimmer A. M., Hohmann A. G.,
Herkenham M., Bonner T. 1., Proc. Natl.
Acad. Sci. U.S.A., 96, 5780-5785 (1999) .
Watabe A. M., Carlisle H. J., O’Dell T. J., J.
Neurophysiol., 87, 1395-1403 (2002) .
Abadji V., Lin S., Taha G., Griffin G., Steven-
son L. A., Pertwee R. G., Makriyannis A., J.
Med. Chem., 37, 1889-1893 (1994).

Deutsch D. G., Chin S. A., Biochem. Phar-
macol., 46, 791-796 (1993).

Sugiura T., Kondo S., Sukagawa A., Tonega-
wa T., Nakane S., Yamashita A., Ishima Y.,
Waku K., Eur. J. Biochem., 240, 53-62
(1996) .

Pater S., Carrier E. J., Ho W.-S. V.,
Rademacher D. J., Cunningham S., Reddy D.
S., Falck J. R., Cravatt B. F., Hillard C. J., J.
Lipid Res., 46, 342-349 (2005).

Schmid H. H. O., Schmid P. C., Natarayan
V., Prog. Lipid Res., 29, 1-43 (1990) .
Sugiura T., Kondo S., Sukagawa A., Tonega-
wa T., Nakane S., Yamashita A., Waku K.,
Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun., 218, 113—
117 (1996).

Okamoto Y., Morishita J., Tsuboi K., Tonai
T., Ueda N., J. Biol. Chem., 279, 5298-5305
(2004) .

20)

21)

22)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

31)

32)

33)

34)

Katayama K., Ueda N., Kurahashi N., Suzuki
Y., Yamamoto S., Kato 1., Biochim. Biophys.
Acta, 1347, 212-218 (1997).

Cravatt B. F., Giang D. K., Mayfield S. P.,
Boger D. L., Lerner R. A., Gilula N. B., Na-
ture, 384, 83-87 (1996) .

Cravatt B. F., Demarest K., Patricelli M. P.,
Bracey M. H., Giang D. K., Martin B. R.,
Lichtman A. H., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci.
U.S.A., 98, 9371-9376 (2001).

Ueda N., Yamanaka K., Yamamoto S., J.
Biol. Chem., 276, 35552-35557 (2001).
Tsuboi K., Sun Y-X, Okamoto Y., Araki N.,
Tonai T., Ueda N., J. Biol. Chem., 280, 11082
-11092 (2005).

Schmid P. C., Krebsbach R. J., Perry S. R.,
Dettmer T. M., Maasson J. L., Schmid H. H.
O., FEBS Lett., 375, 117-120 (1995), Erra-
tum FEBS Lett., 385, 124-130 (1996) .
Sugiura T., Tokumura A., Gregory L.,
Nouchi T., Weintraub S. T., Hanahan D. J.,
Arch. Biochem. Biophys., 311, 358-368
(1994) .

Sugiura T., Arai S., Oka S., Waku K. (Un-
published results) .

Prescott S. M., Majerus P. W., J. Biol.
Chem., 258, 764-769 (1983).

Bisogno T., Howell F., Williams G., Minassi
A., Cascio M. G., Ligresti A., Matias I.,
Schiano-Moriello A., Paul P., Williams E.-J.,
Gangadharan U., Hobbs C., Di Marzo V.,
Doherty P., J. Cell Biol., 163, 463-468
(2003).

Tsutsumi T., Kobayashi T., Miyashita M.,
Watanabe S., Homma Y., Okuyama H.,
Arch. Biochem. Biophys., 317, 331-336
(1995).

Nakane S., Oka S., Waku K., Ishima Y.,
Tokumura A., Sugiura T., Arch. Biochem.
Biophys., 402, 51-58 (2002).

Bisogno T., Melck D., De Petrocellis L., Di
Marzo V., J. Neurochem., 72, 2113-2119
(1999).

Bisogno T., Sepe N., Melck D., Maurelli S.,
De Petrocellis L., Di Marzo V., Biochem. J.,
322, 671-677 (1997).

Dinh T. P., Carpenter D., Leslie F. M.,
Freund T. F., Katona I., Sensi S. L., Kathuria
S., Piomelli D., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci.



No.

81

35)

36)

37)

38)

39)

40)

41)

42)

43)

44)

45)

46)

47)

48)

U.S.A., 99, 10819-10824 (2002).

Goparaju S. K., Ueda N., Yamaguchi H.,
Yamamoto S., FEBS Lett., 422, 69-73 (1998).
Hanus L., Abu-Lafi S., Fride E., Breuer A.,
Vogel Z., Shalev D. E., Kustanovich I.,
Mechoulum R., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci.
U.S.A., 98, 3662-3665.

Sugiura T., Waku K., ‘‘Platelet-Activating
Factor and Related Lipid Mediators,”” ed. by
Snyder F., Plenum, New York, 1987, pp. 55—
85.

Oka S., Tsuchie A.,
Muramatsu M., Suhara Y., Takayama H.,
Waku K., Sugiura T., J. Neurochem., 85,
1374-1381 (2003).

Sugiura T., Kodaka T., Kondo S., Tonegawa
T., Nakane S., Kishimoto S., Yamashita A.,
Waku K., Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun.,
233, 207-210 (1997).

Di Marzo V., Goparaju S. K., Wang L., Liu
J., Batkai S., Jarai Z., Fezza F., Miura G. 1.,
Palmiter R. D., Sugiura T., Kunos G., Nature,
410, 822-825 (2001).

Sugiura T., Kondo S., Kodaka T., Nakane S.,
Yamashita A., Kishimoto S., Waku K., ‘“‘Es-
sential Fatty Acids and Eicosanoids,’’ eds. by
Riemesma R. A., Armstrong R., Kelly W.,
Wilson R., AOCS Press, Champaign, IL,
1998, pp. 380-384.

Ohno-Shosaku T., Maejima T., Kano M.,
Neuron, 29, 729-738 (2001).

Wilson R. I., Nicoll R. A., Nature, 410, 588—
592 (2001).

Kreitzer A. C., Regehr W. G., Neuron, 29,717
=727 (2001).

Maejima T., Oka S., Hashimotodani Y, Oh-
no-Shosaku T., Aiba A., Wu D., Waku K.,
Sugiura T., Kano M., J. Neuroscience, 25,
6826-6835 (2005) .

Sugiura T., Kodaka T., Nakane S., Miyashita
T., Kondo S., Suhara Y., Takayama H.,
Waku K., Seki C., Baba N., Ishima Y., J.
Biol. Chem., 274, 2794-2801 (1999).

Sugiura T., Kondo S., Kishimoto S., Miyashi-
ta T., Nakane S., Kodaka T., Suhara Y.,
Takayama H., Waku K., J. Biol. Chem., 275,
605-612 (2000) .

Bayewitch M., Rhee M. H., Avidor-Reiss T.,
Breuer A., Mechoulum R., J. Biol. Chem.,

Tokumura A.,

49)

50)

51)

52)

53)

54)

55)

56)

57)

58)

59)

60)

61)

62)

63)

271, 9902-9905 (1996) .

Kobayashi Y., Arai S., Waku K., Sugiura T.,
J. Biochem. (Tokyo), 129, 665-669 (2001).
Sugiura T., Kishimoto S., Oka S., Gokoh M.,
Waku K., ‘‘Arachidonate Remodeling and In-
flammation,’’ eds. by Fonteh A. N., Wykle R.
L., 2004, pp. 211-237.

Kishimoto S., Kobayashi Y., Oka S., Gokoh
M., Waku K., Sugiura T., J. Biochem.
(Tokyo), 135, 517-524 (2004) .

Kishimoto S., Gokoh M., Oka S., Muramatsu
M., Kajiwara T., Waku K., Sugiura T., J.
Biol. Chem., 278, 24469-24475 (2003).
Gokoh M., Kishimoto S., Oka S., Mori M.,
Waku K., Ishima Y., Sugiura T., Biochem. J.,
386, 583-589 (2005).

Oka S., Ikeda S., Kishimoto S., Gokoh M.,
Yanagimoto S., Waku K., Sugiura T., J. Leu-
koc. Biol., 76, 1002—-1009 (2004) .

Oka S., Yanagimoto S., Ikeda S., Gokoh M.,
Kishimoto S., Waku K., Sugiura T., J. Biol.
Chem., 280, 18488-18497 (2005) .

Fernandez J. R., Allison D. B., Curr. Opin.
Investig. Drugs, 5, 430435 (2004) .
Fernandez-Ruiz I., Lastres-Becker A., Car-
branes A., Gonzalez S., J. A,
Prostaglandins Leukot. Essent. Fatty Acids,
66, 257267 (2002).

Iwamura H., Suzuki H., Ueda Y., Kaya T.,
Inaba T., J. Pharmacol. Exp. Ther., 296, 420—
425 (2001).

Palmer S. L., Thakur G. A., Makriyannis A.,
Chem. Phys. Lipids, 121, 3-19 (2002).
Melck D., Bisogno T., De Petrocellis L., Chu-
ang H., Julius D., Bifulco M., Di Marzo V.,
Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun., 262, 275—
284 (1999).

Hansen H. H., Schmid P. C., Bittigau P., Las-
tres-Becker I., Berrendero F., Manzanares J.,
Ikonomidou C., Schmid H. H. O., Fernandez-
Ruiz J. J., Hansen H. S., J. Neurochem., 78,
1415-1427 (2001).

Guo Y., Wang H., Okamoto Y., Ueda N.,
Kingsley P. J., Marnett L. J., Schmid H. H.
0., Das S. K., Dey S. K., J. Biol. Chem., 280,
23429-23432 (2005) .

Sugiura T., Kodaka T., Nakane S., Kishimoto
S., Kondo S., Waku, K., Biochem. Biophys.
Res. Commun., 243, 838-843 (1998).

Ramos



